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ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
( Continue i fr bp. 294.) 
hev. xi. 1-1! 
Iistorical } 


Having mt rnreted, according to ovr ability, the Symbols 
and; Phrases, We proce ‘d now'*to exhibit the fulilmentot the 


Pre diction as we find ut detatied on .he pace of ilistory. And 


before we proceed further we will just tutorm the reader of the 
rule by which we work the \ooealyptic Hlustrations.— We 
believe, that th reveiahios JU TF I i Hy, rosly hic Outline: 
of the History if certain prris of th bhorid. from about tie 
?P ‘od or his ile fa }? iz tf Le ; Bed cronaszaumy atian of 
ail things. Yous cor i 13; founded ov the first and nin 

leonth verses of the first charter aad oo the sixth an] tenth of 
the twenty-second. “ ‘The revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave unto him. to show to his servants (iiaes which must 
shortly come to nase.” —“ Write the Unngs which thou hast 


, Seen, and the thin vs wal “hy ure, and lhe fl ins : (or events) 
which shall be hereafler’ “And the Lord God of bis Holy 
Prophets sept his angel to show to his servants the (hings 
wich must sh wrlly he done.’ —* Seal not the s iyings of the 
prophecy of this book; for the time is athand.”—If then, this 
conelusion be just, it follows that it is in history, either civil or 
ecclesiastical, that its accomplishment is recorded. Thus 1 be- 
lieve, that Zhe History of the last \737 years ty the true inter- 
pretation of the Apocalypse as far as it is fulfilled. What 
(hen is necessary to a satisfactory illustration of this Book.— 
Firat, to wa lerstaad the language in which it is written ; se 
condly, to ascertain the periods of the 173? years to which its 
several parts refer; and thirdly, having ascertained the period, 
to apply its history to the prediction. And this is the proof 
that the application is true; namely, if the. History and the 
Prophecy exactly dove-tail or coincide, then the Illustration. or 
Js stilton is corcest; Bat, if there be any discrepancy, then 
‘ 
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the Interpreter has not succeeded in his explanation, and he 
must try again. 

To attempt the explanation of the Apocalypse has been 
deemed by some as a trespass on forbidden ground. But to 
the Christian, no part of Scripture is forbidden ground. It is 


true, that many ‘ great and learned men’ have failed to inter 5 


pret ‘correctly the Revelation of John. But this 1s no ground © 
of discouragement to the ‘small ;’ for ‘ great men are n ere) 
wise.’ The Apocalypse was not addressed to the Great and — 


Learned ; but to the Seven Congregations of Asia Minor, com- # 


posed of the humbler class of men. It was addressed to thell 
Churches of Christ through all ages; and not to the Commn- 
nions of the Antichristian “Ww orld. ‘The wise’ who were to 


5 


‘understand,’ are not the Great, the Learned, or the Wise in? Le 
the estimation of tte World ; but those who are ‘wise to sal- 7 
vation through the faith w hich is by Christ Jesus.’—‘ Prophecy © 
is a sign to believers ’ who have obeyed the Gospel ; and in the 

ocalypse we have a standing sign to the Church of Christ ing 
all perieee of its existence. The wise of this world are the® 
foolish in the sight of God who will bring their wisdom to® 
nought. If they prove themselves not wise enough to discern ® 


and obey the Gospel, how can they be expected to interpret 4 
truly the oracles which God has entrusted to the faithful. AW 


4 


Protestant or Papal interpreter will never see his own Com-§ 
munion in the Mirror of the Apocalypse ;—‘ the wicked shal® 
not understand ;’ but the Christian will see them both. Let® 
not the sarcasm of the aged great, deter the disciple of Christ® 
from the investigation of this prophecy ; a blessing 1s pronoun] 


ced upon every ene who reads, understands, and ke ‘eps the 
things which it contains; it is a book not sealed, and there 
fore, intelligible ; let him then, enter upon it deeply ; and if he 


will, let him come out “ fuli-orbed” on the wonders it re§ 


veals. 


The period to which the commencement of this pro: heey 


refers, is to the transfer of the ‘ power, throne, and jurisdiction’ 
of the Pago-Catholic-Imperial Majesty of the Roman Empire 
over extensive countries, to the Ten Original Dynastes or So 


vereignties of Europe. That there was to be such a transfer} 
is obviou’ ; for the Diadems or Crowns, which are the emblems § 


of suzeraignty, are found to have changed their locality from 
the Dragonic Heads to the Ferine Horns. Now the questo 
is, Did such a transfer in reality occur—does the page of His 
tory record such an event? Of this there can be no doubt— 
The Modern History of all the Nations of Europe begins with 


the detail of their rise out of the Fall of the Roman Empire= : 


France, Spain, Britain, &c., as they exist, were all born of that 
remarkable Revolution. As we wish to be concise, we 
cite the transition of one country from the Dragonic to the Fe: 
rine state as an example of that of the remainder, We 
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take France, first, as a province of the Roman Empire; and 
secondly, as an independent kingdom. 

This country may be contemplated with advantage at these 
several periods: first, as a comparatively tranquil province ;— 
second, as in a state of transition; and thirdly, as an infant 
Monarchy. As a province it was termed Gaul. It was incor- 
porated into the Roman Empire about fifty years previous to 
the birth of Christ; and so continued for the space of five cen- 
turies. In the period of its tranquillity, about 250 years it made 
rapid progress in improvement. It received the advantages of 

olitical union, of an enlightened system of justice, and ot a 
oe interval of peace ; and wealth, industry, agriculture, and 
commerce soon followed as necessary consequences. The Gos- 

el was preached by the Messengers of Heaven, and received 

y multitudes of the Provincials ; who maintained the unity of 
the Spirit, in the bond of peace, until they merged into the 


© shades of the Apostacy ; when the calamites of the transition 


period harassed them with singular severity. 

Of the natural and well-known boundaries of the province of 
Gaul, the Rhine was the most important. It was the Great 
barrier which defended the Roman Empire from the roving 
tribes and nations that swarmed beyond. Wealth and civiliza- 
tion were on one side of the stream; want and barbarism on the 
other. Betwixt such neighbors the natural state is war. The dis- 
ciplined legions of Rome, however quelled the turbulence of the 
German tribes, penetrated far anid at different intervals into 
their country, fully avenged one or two defeats, and long held 
their.rude enemies in salutary awe. 

But the Germans, though little versed in policy, began, in the 
transition period of Gaulish History, to perceive that their fre- 
quent defeats were ina great measure owing to their disunion, to 
their dispersion in different tribes, and to the want of any solid 
or lasting bond of connexion,—whilst they were opposed by the 
united mind and forces of a large empire. The consciousness 
of this defect produced in the third century those confederacies 
}in which many tribes united, not occasionally but lastingly, 

under one common name, and often under one monarch or 
chiei Some assumed the appellation of Allemanni, or All 
| Men; others, the simpler distinction of Franks, that is Brave 

or Free Men. 

_ Inabout A. D. 280, the Franks made a warlike iucursion 
into the hitherto peaceful province of Gaul; which was quell- 
ed by Probus, who drove them back into their morasses. The 
civil war betwixt Magnentius and Constantius, which occupi- 
ed and wasted the Roman forces in mutual slaughter, allowed 
both Franks and Allemanni to establish their desolating rule 
in the proxince. The Emperor Julian defeated and subdued 
them, drove the Allemanni across the Rhine, but allowed the 
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Franks or French, to settle permanently on the Roman cide off 

that river. 3 

The commencement of the fifth century is marked by the 
great and victorious irruptions ol all the barlarian hosts inw® 
Gaul. They poured like a long pent up and gathering ude, ae 
a thousand destructive torrents througbout the land, swee ping 
away and overwhelming in a mass, life, property and Ingutuyy 
tions. Years elapsed ere the agilation subaied and the Iie 
briety of conquest was over. When cali was resiored, wey 
find the transition comp'ete. Gaul was no longera Pros Chal ae 
Horn of Dragonic Rome, but a country ef Ferme and indem 
pendent Sovereignties. The Visigoths were in possession d& 
Aquitaine and the lands southward of the Loire, wih Towg 
louse for their capital; and the Burgundivns held the distnieg® 
b rdering on the Rhone, tri m the Lake of Gaeneva to the Me! 
citerranean. And here it is v orthy of remark, that these Wee 
Sovertigntes of the Visigoths and Burgundiaus, comprebené 
ed Languedoc and Provence ; afterwards so celebiated as tht 
theatre of the cruelties of the Lion-Mouth aided by the sworn 
tf the French Horn, upon their simple-hearted yet noble-miné 
ed citizens. Britany, on the north of the Bay of Biscay, mang 
tained akind of independence. The Franks advanced thet 
establishments over the present Kingdom of Belgium to thee 
limits of Modern Fiance ; whilst the central parts, preserved t 
Rome by the victuries of .AEtins, were, like Britain, gradually 
abandoned to themselves and came to obey, under Romaay 
turms and titles, the wealtmiest and most powerlul of the neg 
tive provincials. It was thus that Count A@gidius, and afte® 
btm his son Syagrius, coverned, and were even said to hate 
reigned at Soissons. : 

Thus did Gaul pass from the Provincial to fhe Monarchiea 
State; and thus in the fifth century, did the Visigoths, Burg 
gundians and Franks, or certain of the Horns of the Beast? 
wrest by the power of the sword, the sovereignty or supremtyy 
jurisdiction of the country from the Pago-Catholic lupersll 
Heud of the Dragon. It remained for other Barbarians to wret 
from them his Throne, and the rest of his power, and jurisdi¢ 
Gon over the countries of Europe. 

But the division of Gaul into these several independent state 
was not to continue. A conflict subsequt nily nrose, and 
Franks, who were the least civilized, eventually subdued thee 
rest, and gave their name to the country and its mixed popem 
lation. They began with the subjugation of the Soissonnosg 
This they eflec ted under Clovis, who took possession of thet® 
territory and capital, A. D. 485, and thus became the F oumdet 
of the French Monarchy. Like all the heroes and notebles@ 
those times, Clovis paid great respect to the Catholic Chur 
and received considerable advantage from its aid. The Fra 
bad been Pagans hitherto; but Clovis, baving married Clot 
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da, a Burgundian princess, became instructed in the mites and 
religion of the Catholics. In the heat of a battle against the 
Germans near Cologne, in a doubtful mcment of action he in- 
voked the God of the Cathclics. He gained the victoty soon 
after; and was immersed, with the greater number of his war- 
like Franks, in grateful acknowledgment of the supposed aid. 
His faith being Anti-Arian, he acquired the zealous su, port of 
the Gaulish Clergy. who conferred upon him the utle of Most 
Christian King, which is worn by the Kings of France to this 
day. Ib conclusion, the sons of Clovis subdued Burgundy and 
Aquitaine, and extended their dominions, with the exception 
of a small province round Narbonne retained by the Visigoths, 
tothe Pyrenees and the Mediterranean in the south, whilst 
Switzerland, Bavaria, Saxony, and the German nations as far 
as the Baltic and the Elbe, acknowledged this authority to- 
wards the north. This brings us to the age of Charlemagne, 
whére we shall leave our subject for the present, and return. 

The fate of the Roman Jurisdiction over Gaul was equally 
that of its authority over Spain, Britain, Italy, and the rest of 
the western provinces. In Spain, the Suevi, Alani, and Vaa- 
dals exercised their indisciiminate cruelty on the toripnes of 
the Ron ans and Spaniards, and ravaged with equal, ury the 
cities and open country. This invasion happencd Aj D. 409, 
and was consummated in the partition of its provinces between 
the invaders. In 414 it was agaia attacked by the Goths, who 
restored it to the Empire; but finally in 467, wrested it from 
Rome, and founded un independ-nt sovereignty upon its pro- 
vincial ruins. In 712, the kingdem of the Visigoths was sub 
verted by the Saracens of Mauritania, who established their 
OWN power In ils stead. 

The Romans were compelled by the urgency of their affairs 
in Italy, finally to evacuate Britain in 448. The degenerate in- 
habitants of South Britain, beiag unable to defend themselves 
against the Picts and Scots called in the Saxons to their aid. 
The Picis, Scots and Saxons entered into an alliance, and 
having subdued the Anglo-Roman provincials, settled them: 
selves in the subjugated province; and thus usurped a juris- 
diction, which had belonged to the Roman Dragon for about 
900 years. 

With respect to Italy, a more particular notice is demanded 
in connexion with the prophecy under consideration. Italy was 
the country of the Dragon’s Throne, which he was compelled 
also to deliver to the Beast. But before this surrender took 
place ; other events are indicated in relation to the Sixth Head 
of the Beast or Dragon whose throne was the Seven-Hilled 
City, or Rome. John beheld ‘one of his Heads smitten as it 
were by Death, and its wound of Death was healed.’ This 


_ Head was the Pago-Catholic-Imperial Authority, Which was 


eee but not finally extinguished. When was the lm 
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perial Authority over Rome and Italy suspended ; and whef 
was it healed or 1estored 7—These are two inquiries which 
history is fully competent to answer. 

In the fifth century the Ostrogoths were established in Pan- 
nonia. Under Orestes, A. D. 475, they dethroned Nepos, the 
Emperor of the West, and set up Augustulus in his stead.— 
This person was a mere cipher in the affairs of state ; and soon 
found that he ‘had to choose whether he would be the slave, or F 
the victim, of his mercenary Goths. The dangerous alliance § 
of these strangers had oppressed and insulted the last 1emaing 
of Roman freedom and dignity. At each revolution their pay 
and privileges were augmented ; bul their insolence increased § 
in a still more extravagant degree ; and they insisted on ther BF 
peremptory demand thata (hird partof the landsof Italy should F 
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be immediately divided among them. Bat the father of Augus- : 
talus chose rather to encounter the rage of an armed multitude, ‘ 
than to subseribe the ruin of the Italians. He rejected the aw, n 
dacious demand ; and his refusal was iuvorable to the amb- n 
tion of Odoacer, a bold barbarian, who assured his fellow-Goths By, 
that uf they dared to associate under his command, they might a 
soon extort the justice which had been denied to their petition. Fo 
From all the camps and garrisons of Italy, the contederates & 
flocked impatiently to nis standard. Orestes took refuge in Pa BF «, 
via, Which was besieged, stormed, and pillaged. Oiesteswas Bo 
pat to death, and his son Augustulus was obliged to implore 
the clemency of Odoacer; who was saluted with the tite of e) 
King of Italy by the acclamations of his military followers, by 

Odoacer abolished the office of Emperor of the West, as use- hi 
less and expensive ; and the unfortunate Augustulus was made pt 
the instrument of his own disgrace. He siguitied his resignation st 
to the Roman Senate ; which immediately addressed an epis- It 
tle to Zeno, the Eastern Emperor. They so'emnly disclaimed B th 
the necessity, or even the wish, of continuing any longer the la 
Imperial Succession or Headship in Italy ; s n<e, in their opi~- sp 
ion, the majesty of a sole monarch was sufficient to pervade @ lo 
and protect, at the same time, both the East andthe West. In of 
their own name, and in the name of the people, they consent B pr 
ed that the seat of universal empire should be transferred from to 
Rome to Constantinople; and they revounced the right a fo 
choosing their Emperor, the only vestige that then remained B Ww 
of the Senatorial authority which had given luws to the word Fin 
The republic, they 1epeated, could nd = confide in the civil | 


and military virtues of Odoacer; and they humbly requested 
that the Emperor would invest him with the title of Patrician, 
and the administration of the Diocese of Italy. The Deputies 
of the Senate were received at Constantinople with some 

of displeasure and indignation. The Emperor Zeno stemly 
reproached them with their treatment of the two Emperorg, 
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Anthemius and Nepos, whom the East had successively gratk 
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ed to the prayers of Italy. “ The first,” continues he, “you 
have murdered; the second you have expelled : but the second 
iz still alive, and whilst he lives he is sull your lawful sove- 
reign.” But the prudent Zeno soon deserted the hopeless 
cause of his abdicated colleague. His vanity was gratified by 
the title of sole Emperor; he entertained a friendly, thoug 
ambiguous correspondence with Odoacer the Patrician King ; 
and he gratefully accepted the purple and diadem, the Imperi- 
al ensignia, the sacred ornaments of the Throne and palace, 
which the Barbarian was not unwilling to remove from the 
sight of the Italians. 

“Augustulus, a beautiful youth, was the ninth emperor who 
had sat upon the Throne of the West in the short space ot 
twenty years. Of ali these, his reign would be least entitled 
to the notice of posterity, Were it not that it is marked by the 
extinction of the Roman Empire in the West, and thus left a 
memorable era in the history of mankind. The generous ele- 
mency of Odoacer spared his life; he dismissed hin from the 
lmperial palace, fixed his annual stipend at 6600 pieces of gold, 
and assigned the castle of Lucullus, in Campania, for the place 
of his emle or retirement. 

In this way, the Sixth or Imperial Head of the Beast waa 
‘wounded’ by the ‘death’-dealing blow of Odoacer, the fist chief 
of the Seventh or Kingly Head, A. D. 476. His policy was di- 
rected chiefly against the Imperial Office. He studied to oblit- 
erate it from the minds of the people. Though saluted King 
by acclamation after the pillage of Pavia, he abstained during 
his whole reign from the use of the Imperia! Ornaments—the 
purple and the crown—which as we have seen, he sent to Con- 
stantinople. Odoacer was the first Barbarian who seigned in 
Italy, over a people who had cnce asserted their authority above 
the rest of mankind. He restored the Consulship, enforced the 
laws, protected the country, and caused its frontiers to be re- 
spected by the Barbarians of Gaul and Germany, who had so 
long insulted the fecble emperors of the West. But the price 
of his elevation ,wecessarily inflicted great misery on the pro- 
prietors of lands in Italy. One third of those ample estates ; 
to which the ruin of Italy is originally imputed, was extorted 
for the use of the conquerors. The least unfortunate were those 
who submitted without a murmur to the power which it was 
impossible to resist. Yet Odoacer mitigated the general dis- 
tress by his humanity which was necessarily restraimed by pru- 
dence. He reigned fourteen years, when he was oppressed by 
the superior genius of Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths. He 
fell by the hand of an assassin after Dania capitulated to the 
conqueror of Ravenna, his last strong hold. heodoric suc- 
ceeded him as King of Italy by right of eonquest, with the tar 
ay, reluctant, and ambiguous consent of the Emperor of the 

ast. He reigned 33 years, and was succeeded by Amalason- 
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tha his daughter as the guardian of his grandson Athalarig | 
and the Kingdom of Italy. 

But the time was fast approaching, when ‘ the wound of | 
death’ was to be healed, by the Imperial Office being fully te. 
established in Rome. It was under the Regency of the Queen 
of Italy, that Belisarius threatened to deprive the Goths of their 
soverignty.—“ If you compel us to take up arms,” said he, “we 
shall contend, not to régain possession of a single city, but to 
deprive you of all the provinces which you unjustly withold 
from their lawful sovereign.”—T heodatus, a weak, avaricious, 
and timid tyrant, ascended the Gothic Throne, A. D. 534, and 
reigned two years. He was succeeded by Vitiges, who was 
elected King by the suilrages of his troops. 

In 536, Belisatius, the renowned general of Justinian, the 
Emperor of the East, invaded Italy. Having subdued Naples 


to the Imperial Authority; he directed his march towards | 


Rome whither he had been tuvited by the citizens. In the ab 
sence of the wain Gothic army, a mome tary enthusiasm of 


religion and patriotism had seized their minds. They turious § 
ly exclaimed that the Apostolic Throne should no longer be & 
polluted by the triumph or toleration of Ariants 4, that the | 


tombs of the Cwsars should no longer be tranipled by the say 
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ages of the North: and without reflecting that Italy must sink § 


into a province of Constantinople, they fond! y hailed th e res 
foration of a Roman Emperor as anew era of freedom and 
prosperity. Accordingly, Beisarius entered Rome in the name 
of Justinian, to whom he sentits keys, by Lauderis the captive 
lieutenant of the Goths. In 437, Belisarius was besieged ip 
Rome by the Goths during one year and nine days; when hay- 


ing lost about one-third of their host of 150.000 men, they burn | 


ed their tents, and retired precipitately to Ravenna. This im 
pregnable city was surrendered by the Goths A. D. 539; their 
king was taken prisoner; their kingdom subdued, and Italy 
again numbered among the provinces of the Pago-Cathclic-Im- 
perial Majesty after a separation of about sixty-three years, 
But, the flattering prospects of Justinian were doomed to suf- 
fera speedy reverse. In 540, the Goths revolted. Though 
they had lost much, they st‘ll retained Pavia with a garrison of 
1000 soldiers. Vitiges being dead, they elected Totila for theit 
king; who at the head of 5000 troops, undertook the restoration 
of the Kingdom of Italy. He defeated an ariny of 20,000 Ro- 
man mercenaries near Faenza; he reduced Naples and Cuma, 
with the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and C ‘alabria : and led 
his army to the gates of Rome. which he summoned to submit 
to the superior blessings of a Gothic over a Grecian reign. Be- 
lisarius was again sent to Italy, but without either men, hors 
money or the implements of war. None of the Italians ie 
him. The siege of Rome still continued, Totila having resok 
ved to starve the city rather than to carry it by assault. 
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To such distress were the citizens reduced, that it is record- 
ed, that ‘a crowd of spectres, pale and emaciated, their bodies 
oppressed with disease, and their minds with despair, surround - 
ed the paiace ef the Governor, urged, with unavailing truth, 
that it was the duty of a master to maintain his slaves, and 
Lumbiy requested that be would provide tor their subsistence, 
perunt ther fierhad, a eouinand their lunmedciate execul n ry 
bescas replied, that it was nnpossible to fee. unsafe to dismiss, 

ad ustawiul to kiil, the subjects of the Empercr.” An « ifort 
Helicarius to relieve Rome having failed, it fell into the 
heneds of the Goths, A, D. 546, alter a stege of about eight 
tmoati«. ‘Tota decreed, that this * Metropelis of the Nations’ 
sould be changed tonto a pasture for cate; but the firm and 


se . 2 
tem; Crate romonstrance Ol Be barius Usp pced the execution. 
> , _ . . . ; 

Yetihe kine of the Goths In lh smarch to Lucanla ana Ay ulia, 

eaceied olf tae Scnaters with bir in his train, and atterwaids 


confined therm i the fortresses of Campania; the citizens, ¥ ith 
their wives and children, were dispersed in exile; and during 
forty days Rome was abandoned to deselate and dreary soli- 
Lude. 

A.ter the departure of Totila, Belisarius tock possession of 
the vacant space of the ‘eternal city” and a second ume sent 
lis keys to the Enyperor. At the end of twe vty-five days, To- 
tiin advanced by hasty marches to retrieve his loss, The Goths 
were thrice repulsed in three general assaults upon the Impe- 
nal troops, by whom the gateways were deiended for want of 
cates. Belisarius was recalled trom Italy. Rome was retaken 
by ‘Totila, A. D. 549, and under his favorable regards began to 
recover from the calamities she had endured. He was success- 
ful on every side, and at every step of his victories repeated to 
he Emperor his desire of ending hostilities between them — 
fut Justinian was deaf te the voice of peace, though his indo- 
lent temper paralysed the prosecution of the war. Pope Vigi- 
lius, however, aroused him from his lethargy, and adjured him 
nm the name éf God and the people, to re ume tha conquest and 
deliverance of Italy. Accordingly the Gothic war was rekind- 
led trom its ashes, and A. D 552: Narses Jed a pumerous and 
well-appointed army into Italy. The hostile forces met at Ta 
zina. The Goths were routed ; Totila was slain, and Narses 
advancing upon Rome marched through Tuseany and accepted 
the submission of the Goths. Rome had been tive times taken 
and recovered in Justinian’s reign. It was besieged gnd taken, 
and the keys a third time sent to the Byzantine Emperor. But 
the deliverance of Rome was the last calamity of the Roman 
people. The flying Goths slew 300 youths of the noblest fam- 
ites, who had been held as hostages by Totila beyond the Po. 
He had exiled The Senate from Rome. ‘The fate of its mem- 
bers Was various but tragical. Their blood stained all the for- 

tresses of Campania, Speaking of the Roman Senate, Gibbon 
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tha his daughter as the guardian of his grandson Athalarie, | 


and the Kingdom of Italy. 

But the time was fast approaching, when ‘ the wound of 
death’ was to be healed, by the Imperial Office being fully te. 
established in Rome. It was under the Regency of the Queen 
of Italy, that Belisarius threatened to deprive the Goths ot their 
soverignty.—* If you compel us to take up arms,” said he, “we 
shall contend, not to régain possession of a single city, but to 
deprive you of all the provinces which you unjustly withold 


from their lawful sovereign.”—Theodatus, a weak, avaricious, 


and timid tyrant, ascended the Gothic Throne, A. D. 534, and 
reigned two years. He was succeeded by Vitiges, who was 
elected King by the suifrages of his troops. 


In 536, Belisatius, the renowned general of Justinian, the § 
Emperor of the East, invaded Italy. Having subdued Naples § 


to the Imperial Authority ; he directed his match towards 
Rome whither he had been ivvited by the citizens. In the ab 
sence of the main Gothic army, a mome tary enthusiasm of 
religion and patriotism had seized their minds. They furious 
ly exclaimed that the Apostolic Throne should no longer be 
polluted by the triumph or tolerauon of Arianism ; that the 
tombs of the Cwsars should no longer be tranipled by the say 
ages of the North: and without reflecting that Italy must sink 
into a province of Constantinople, they fondly hailed the ree 
toration of a Roman Emperor as a new era of freedom and 
prosperity. Accordingly, Beisarius entered Rome in the name 
of Justinian, to whom he sent its keys, by Lauderis the captive 
lieutenant of the Goths. In A387, Belisurius was besieged ip 
Rome by the Goths during one year and nine days; when hay- 
ing lost about one-third of their hostof 150.000 men, they bum 
ed their tents, and retired prectpitately to Ravenna. This m- 
pregnable city was surrendered by the Goths A. D. 539; their 
king was taken prisoner; their kingdom subdued, and Italy 
again numbered among the provinces of the Pago-Cathclic-Ilm- 
perial Majesty after a separation of about sixty-three years. 
But, the flattering prospects of Justinian were doomed to suf 
fera speedy reverse. In 540, the Goths revolted. Theugh 
they had lost much, they st‘ll retained Pavia with a garrisonof 
1000 soldiers. Vitiges being dead, they elected Totila for their 
king; who at the head of 5000 troops, undertook the restoration 
of the Kingdom of ltaly. He defeated an army of 20,000 Ro- 
man mercenaries near Faenza; he reduecd Naples and Cuma, 
with the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and Calabria: and led 
his army to the gates of Rome, which he summoned to submit 
to the superior blessings of a Gothic over a Grecian reign. Be 
lisarius was again sent to Italy, but without either men, hors 
money or the implements of war. None of the Italians join 
him. The siege of Rome still continued, Totila having reso 
ved to starve the city rather than to carry it by assault. 
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To such distress were the citizens reduced, that it is record- 
ed, that ‘a crowd of spectres, pale and emaciated, their bodies 
oppressed with disease, and their ininds with despair, surround - 
ed the palace ef the Governor, urged, with unavailing truth, 
that it was the duty of a master to maintain his slaves, and 
humbiy requested that he would provide tor their subsistence, 


peril faci fight, ov command their limmediate execution ‘om 
Besos] phied, that it Was linpo sible to feel, unsafe to disuitss, 
sad unlawisul to Kin, tae subjects of the 1S rape ror.” An eifort 
of bea si ve Rome having faded, it fell into the 


heneds of the Got A. D. 516. a’ter a stege of about eight 
months. ‘Totda deereed, that this * Metropolis of the Nations 


sould be changed into a pasture for cate; but the fim aud 
ten) Cfacc CCMmo rance ol "Be beartus usp nced the execution. 
Yer ihe king of the Goths in his march to Lucania and AY ulia, 
ered ob tae Scnaters with bin in his train, and atterwards 
confined ‘hei in the fortresses of Campania; the citizens, with 


their wires and children, were dispersed in exile ; and during 


) ; } , « , * , 1. 
forty days Rome was abandoned to desolate and dreary sol: 


Avter tbe departure of Totila, Belisarius took possession of 
the vacant space of the ‘ eternal city” and a second ume sent 
its key sto the Mnyperor. At the end of twe nty-five days, To- 
tia advanced by hasty marches to retrieve his loss. The Goths 
were thrice repulsed in three gereral assaults upon the Impe- 
rial troor =. by VW bi iil the cateways were dé fended fi r want of 
cates. Belisarius was recalled trom Italy. Rome was retaken 
by Totila, A. D. 549, and under his favorable regards began tu 
recover froma the calamities she had endured. He was success- 
ful on every side, and at every step of his victories repeated to 
he Emperor his desire of ending hostilities between them — 
Put Justinian was deaf to the voice of peace, though his indo- 
lent temper paralysed the abet n of the war. Pope Vigi- 
lius, however. aroused him from his lethargy, and adjured bim 
in the name of Ah d and the per ple, to re: ume tha conquest and 
deliverance of Italy. Aceéordingly the Gothic war was rekind- 
led trom its ashes, and A. D-55z. Narses led a pumerous and 
well-appointed army into Italy. The hostile forces met at Ta 
ina. The Goths were routed ; Totila was slain, and Narses 
advancing upon Rome marched through Tuseany and accepted 
the submission of the Goths. Rome had been tive times taken 
and recovered in Justinian’s reign. Jt was besieged gnd taken, 
and the keys a third time sent to the Byzantine Emperor. But 
the deliverance of Rome was the last calamity of the Roman 
people. The flying Goths slew 300 youths of the noblest fam- 
ies, Who had been held as hostages by Totila beyond the Po. 
He had exiled The Senate from Rome. ‘The fate of its mem- 
ets Was various but tragical. Their blood stained all the for- 


tresses of Campania. Speaking of the Roman Senate, Gibbon 
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observes, ‘after a period of thirteen centuries, the institution 
Romulus expired ; and if the nobles of Rome still assumed 

title of Senators, few subsequent races can be discovered off 
public council or constitutional order. Ascend six hundre 
years, and contemplate the Kings of the [Earth soliciting an a 


dience, as the slaves or freedmen of the Roman Senate !"—f 
is worthy of remark, that the Seventh Head .or Form of Gorge 


ernment in Rome fell with the Senate, which had subsiste 
through all the revolutions of the City. It was insututed 
the first King and perished with the last, A. D. 552. 

The Gothic war was yet alive. Having retired beyond th 


Po, they elected Teias to surceed Totila. He solicited the ale 
of the Franks; and pitched his camp on the banks of the Dag 


co, or Dragon. Sixty days were consumed in distant and frog 


was deserted by his tleet and the hope of subsistence. Bei 
determined to die in arms, the king and his chosen band ma 
ed to a close fight. Every hand was ambitious of the honors 
iercing him with their javelins. After a combat of many houy 
fis left arm was fatigued by the weight of twelve spears whid 
hung from his shield. Still fighting, he called for a fresh buck 


ler, but in the moment while his side was uncovered, it wag 


pierced by a mortal dart. He fell: and his head, exalted ona 
spear, proclaimed tu the nations that the Gothic Kingdom wa 


no more. It is a remarkable coincidence that the Seventh Hel® 


which was common both to the Beast and the Dragon fell Up 
on the banks of the Dragon, a river which flows from Neue 
ria into the Bay ot N ap les. 

After the death of Teias, Narses separated his troops to 
duce the cities of Italy. But belore he had effected this, ltalf 
was overwhelmed by a new deluge of Barbarians. Seventp 


five thousand Oriental Franks descended in the autumn of S@ 


from the Rhewtian Alps into the plain of Milan. The Goth 


flocked to their standard. and admitted then into the citel 


which still resisted the arms of the Roman General. They 
parated into two divisions, and wasted the country on eveq 
side, until they were themselves wasted by achange of climalt 


disease and inte ‘mperance; while the finishing stroke of thet 


discomfiture was given by the sword of the Imperialists A.B 
554. 

After a reign of " years, the throne of the Gothic Kings Wa 
filled by the Exarchs of Ravenna, the re prese ntatives in peat 
aud war of the Emperor of the Romans. Their jurisdictial 
was soon reduced to the limits of a narrow prov ince ; but Nat 
ses himself who was the first and most powerful of the exarel 
administered above 15 years the entire kingdom of lialy. 
appointed Dukes for the defence and military command of 
of the principal cities; and his eyes pervaded the ample preg 
pect from Calabria to the Alps. Forgetful of the past, re 





ah 


Ppre 
































les 


S dri 


ter 
pel 
arc 
ani 


| dis 


pa. 
na 
ev! 
or 


tec 
de 


pha 
less combats. Teias maintained this important post, tll kg 


an 


/ cOl 


wa 
pel 
agi 


| Tr 


reg 
mo 
wa 


Ca 


div 
Th 
inv 
of | 
we 
ex! 


Fe 


CO% 


see 
ren 


B his 


pai 
nu 








































298 , 
less of the future, the Italian cities resounded with the riot of 
; drinking and dancing. The civil State ol italy was fixed, af- 
ter so long a tempest, by a pragmatic sanction ; which the Em- 
peror promulgated at the request of the Pope. Under the Ex- 
i archs of Ravenna, Rome was degraded to the second rank; 
and the twenty years of the Gothic war had consummated the 
| distress and depopulation of Italy. As ear'y as the fourth cam- 
paign ander Belisarius 50,000 laborers died of hunger in the 
narrow region of Picenum; and a strict interpretation of the 
evidence of Procopius would swell the loss of Italy to fifteen 
or sixteen millions. 
| The avarice, and unpopular administration of Narses, exci- 
b ted the discontent of the people. ‘The Deputies of Rome boldly 
declared before the throne, of Justin, that their Gothic servitude 
uit had been more tolerable than the despotism of a Greek Eunuch; 
we and that unless their tyrant were soon removed, they would 
ing consult their own happiness in the choice of a master. Narses 
was recalled after an administration of about 15 years. This 
period had scarcely elapsed, when A. D. 568, the Barbarians 
again deluged the plains of Italy ; and in two years from the 
} Trentine hills to the gates of Ravenna and Rome, the inland 
regions became without a battle or a siege, the lasting patri- 
® mony of the Lomnbards. Pavia alone arrested them before its 
walls. Alter a siege of three years it fell; and became the 
Capital during some ages, of the Lombard Kingdom of Italy. 

During a period of two hundred years, Italy was unequally 
S divided between the Lombards and the Exarchate of Ravenna. 
» The Exarchs were appointed by the Byzantine Emperors and 
invested with the full remains of the civil, military, and even 
of ecclesiastical power. Their immediate jurisdiction, which 
was afterwards consecrated as the patrimony of St. Peter 
extended over the modern Romagna, the marshes or valleys of 
§ Ferrarra and Commachio, five maritime cities from Rimini to 
Ancona, and a second inland Pentapolis, between the Adriatic 
Fcoast and the pills of the Apennine. 

Thus was the Sixth or Imperial Ferino-Dragonic Head 
“wounded as it were by Death ;’ and such was the terrible 
sag Process by which “its wound of death was healed.” We have 

gp seen the Seventh Head expire on the Draco; the Dragon sur- 
prendered his power, and an extensive jurisdiction to the Beast; 
Shis throne became the subordinate seat of a Duke; and Italy 

partitioned between the Lombards and the Greeks. ‘How mi- 
hute the prophecy, how exact its fulfilment! Who that accu- 
rately examines ‘the sure word’ can forbear to magnify the un- 
searchable wisdom of the Almighty, to whom the events of 
endless duration are all known from the beginning. It is indeed 
a sure word of prophecy, like a light shining in a dark place, 
and to which it will be well that we all take heed.— 7’'o be con- 
tinued, Eprror. 


ee SRS owe Sof 










































‘ 
299 


THE CHURCH AT PAINEVILLE AND THE HARBINGER § 


In the Decree issued from Bethany is this passage ; name 

‘it therefore belongs to the church of which he is a mem 
ty cousider whether his (Dr. Thomas’) case 1s not oi the sagt’ 
cenus with that of He meneus and Philetus (2 Tim. ii. 16, 9 
und then for sister churches to act upon their approbation # 
disap probation of her decision of this question.” In congiit' 
quence of this call made upon tae Chure h of Christ in Pelt 
ville, Amelia, Virginia, She has responded tn the followingg 
dress, nemine contradicente, or none of her members contradll 
ting. A copy of this document bas been forwarded to Lethe 
for insertion in the Millennial Harbinger; and another hus be 
put into my hands by my Rulers for public ation inthe Adu 


, 


cate, I have ple aded nett ber pro nor con before the churdiil 
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but unreserved'y surrendered n iy Case into therr hunes to ye 
pose of it as the y should think fit. Convinced that thes Von 
righteous and unpartial men, | feared not but that they woe 
decide according to truth. Formysel{, lenrsatisfiied wrth th 
decision: and whether “ sister Churches” approve ur dig 
prove it, rnnot but feel oratfied at the straight! \ lné 
peudent and unbassed vin lication of my rej aa 
racver ota the attac ks of mulnical or mistaken « ppeLceng 
cet forthin the R port. 

I have been tw ce the object at whi uave | ureda 
themas of « mimmunication by Hditor At ry 
) wore, i Dro. A. Campbell, in quaint W 

ceptical rntricacies,” consigued ine t infidel nerd of 
ap heey had gone before, ‘that 1 should hecome an avoy 
intidel in twelvemonths.” But little more than this reriod§ 
elapsed ere the Bethany Decree denounces me as subve 





from the faith. Can the fulminator of this edict have been 
prophet to whom Piain Dealing referred as “a brother of m 
than ordinary intelligence 7?” If so, is it possible, that in 
‘the wish could have been the father to the thought ?” 
Decree would have come with better grace, if crace it cont 
at all, from any other man than from him who Tefuses me 
Communion of Christians. He has failed to sustain his 
tion by the force of argument; and now he wheels about 
prostrate me, if he can, by the argument of force! But it ist 
old ruse de guerre, which has invariably recoiled upon 
strategist when mancuvred against the truth. Plam Dea 
and the Decretist of Bethany have both signally failed. 
Brethren refuse to ratify thew edicts; they will not separa 
from their fellowship ; and they have too much candor and 
racity constructively to metamorphose a true believer into 
Apostate from the Faith. 

ut the denuciations of certain of my brethren, and of § 
tarian Leaders, affect me no more than the listless bieeze 
contend for the truth, for which men of whom the world 
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Snot worthy, lost their lives, I expect, and deserve no better 
treatment. ‘ He that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall be 
S persecuted ;’ and it is ‘through much tribulation we are to en- 
ter the kingdom.’ I rejoice that | am counted worthy to suffer 
infamy for Christ. He knows what is in man, and he knows 
on ge that my object is the disenthralment of the faith and hope of 
ona tne gospel from the rubbish of sectarian legends and traditions; 
._ Mand that the recompense I seek is not from men, but from ‘ the 
ewarder of them who diligently seek him.’ 





ta Ss We leave the Report with the reader ; and respectfully re- 
thomequest, not as a favor, bat as an act of justice, that our Brethren 
, mof the Press will insert it, with or without these remarks as 

Ad Mahey please, in their several papers: and should they ever be 

ure ylaced in like circuinstances we will do them the same turn. 

to a Epiior Apv. 

y woe 





HE CONGREGATION OF Gop at PatneviL_e, Va. To Tat Bre- 
THREN IN Curist Jesus, 


WOU 
+ " 
‘al Dearly Beloved, . 
a We deem it our duty, when any Brother pre- 
snl rs a charge against any member of our body, to act upon that 
 Bharge as though it had been made by a member of our own 
nmediate congregation. And whereas Bro. A. Campbell has 
rought certain charges against Bro. John Thomas and request- 
dus to take them under consideration, we having done so, 
nd after much deliberation among ourselves have come to the 
lowing results in relation to the charges which our Bro. A. , 
ampbell has felt himself bound to allege against one of our 
ody (J. Thomas) whe is esteemed by us as an excellent man 
nd an exemplary Christian. We very much regret to see the 
reach between brethren C. and T., that instead of uniting their 
lents, their energies, and their efforts in dissipating the clouds 
that leans and ignorance which now broods over all the 
Mountries of Christendom, they should direct them, at least in 
 COMMMart, against each other, and thus give occasion to the Prince 
WE“ Darkness still to triumph. We did once fondly hope that 
his PHhis reformation, like the body of Christ, founded upon the prin- 
about les of forbearance and unity, would steadily move onwanis 
tt IM its course, adding light to light and knowledge to knowledge, 






































upon til it would have stood forth, in the midst of an apostate age, 
De all the beauty, simplicity, and purity of the ancient Aposto- 
ed. Gospel: but alas! how grieved we are to behold it about to 
para split asunder, and that too by those who ought to be its Fos- 
r and r Mother arid its conservators! For when we look at the 
r im0“@urse pursued by the Advocate and the Harbinger in this be- 
, et towards each other, we are bound to attribute the cause to 
d of P8M@ihe or both of these periodicals. But without stopping here tw 
eee, Eeeiure who was first or last to blame in this matter, or whether 
j B 
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THE CHURCH AT PAINEVILLE AND THE HARBINGER. 

In the Decree issued from Bethany is this passage, namely, 
“it therefore belongs to the church of which he is a mewber 
ty cousider whether his (Dr. Thomas’) case is not of the same 
eenus with that of H+ meneus and Philetus (2 Tim. ti. 16. 17) 
aud then for sister churches to act upon their app ihation or 
disapprobation of her decision of this question.” In conse 
quence of this call made upon the Chureh of Christ in Pai 
ville, Amelia, Virginia, She has responded in the following ad- 
dress, neminecontradicente, or none ol her members contradic- 

vr A co! py of this document has been forwarded to Licthan 
for insertion in the Millennia! Harbinger: sod another bas been 
put into my hands by my Rulers for publication in the Advo- 


| ) 
id 


cate, have pleaded neither pro nor con before the church 

but unreserved y surrendered my case wto therr bhunés to dis 

prose of Nas the y sh muld think fit. Convinced that th \ e 

righteous and unpartial men, I feared not but that they would 

decide according to truth. Formyself. lem satisfied with thei 
iston; and whether * sister Churches” appros rat 

prt it. | Innotl but feel craufied at the «tra iil \ 

pendent and unb assed vindication of my repulats 

racter fromm the att ick | Bul mic oT Cie t 

set forthin the It port. 

I ha beeu twice toe ¢ ‘tat wi | , 
Tu a iz Intnunicatll by Ivdit ‘i : 
/) ung i Gro. A. Campbell, Tt aun thy 

ul antricacies, con t are it ‘ 

prophecy had gone b e, ‘that ] ed 
intiidel in tweivemonat's.’ ee little mure than this re | had 
elapsed ere the Bethany De e denuunces m us subverted 
from the faith. Can the ful ninator of this edict have been the 
prophet to whom Piain Dealing referred as “a brother of more 


than ordinary intelligence 7?” If so, 1s it possible, that in him 
‘the wish could have been the father to the Uh webt?”? The 
Decree would have come with better grace, if grace it contain 
at all. from any other man than from him who refuses me the 
Communion of Christians. He has failed to sustain his posi- 
tion by the force of argument; and now he wheels about to 
prostrate me, if he can, by the argument of torce! But it is an 
old ruse de guerre, which has invariably re oh. d upon the 
strategist when manwuvred against the truth. Plam Dealing 
and the Decretist of Bethany have both signally failed. The 
Brethren refuse to ratify then edicts; they will not separate me 
from their fellowship ; and they have too much candor and ve- 


aw <a to metamorphose a true believer into an 
a from the Faith. 


t the denuciations of certain of my brethren, and of Sec- 
tarian Leaders, affect me no more than the listless breeze. If I 
contend for the truth, for which men of whom the world was 
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not worthy, lost their lives, I expect, and deserve no better 
treatment. ‘ He that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall be 
persecuted ;’ and it is ‘ through much tribulation we are to en- 
ter the kingdom.’ I rejoice that I am counted worthy to suffer 
infamy for Christ. He knows whatis in man, and he knows 
that my object is the disenthralment of the faith and hope of 
the gospel from the rubbish of sectarian legends and traditions; 
and that the recompense I seek is not from men, but from ‘ the 
rewarder of them who diligently seek him.’ 

We leave the Report with the reader; and respectfully re- 
quest, not as a favor, bat as an act of justice, that our Brethren 
of the Press will insert it, with or without these remarks as 
they please, in their several papers: and should they ever be 
placed in like circumstances we will do them the same turn. 

Epiior Any. 


Tue C oncrescation oF Gop at Patnevitis, Va. Tro Tat Bre- 
THREN IN Curis Jesus. 


Dearly Beloved, 

We deem it our duty, when any Brother pre- 
fers a charge against any member of ourbody, to act upon that 
charge as though it had been made by a member of our own 
immediate congregation. And whereas Bro. A. Campbell has 
brought certain charges against Bro. John Thomas and requet- 
ed us to take thein under consideration, we having done so, 
and after much deliberation among ourselves have come to the 
following resuks in relation to the charges which our Bro. A. 
Campbell has felt himself bound to allege against one of our 
body (J. Thomas) who is esteemed by us as an excellent man 
aad an exemplary Christian. We very much regret to see the 
breacn between brethren C. and T., that instead of uniting thei: 
talents, their energies, and their efforts in dissipating the clouds 
of that darkness and ignorance which now broods over all the 
countries of Christendom, they should direct them, at least in 
part, against each other, and thus give occasion to the Prince 
of Darkness still to triumph. We did once fondly hope that 
this reformation, like the body of Christ, founded upon the prin- 
ciples of forbearance and unity, would steadily move onwards 
in its course, adding light to light and knowledge to knowledge, 
until it would have stood forth, in the midst of an apostate age, 
in all the beauty, simplicity, and purity of the ancient Aposto- 
lic Gospel: but alas! how grieved we are to behold it about to 
be split asunder, and that too by those who ought to be its Fos- 
ter Mother and its conservators! For when we look at the 
course pursued by the Advocate and the Harbinger in this be- 
half towards each other, we are bound to attribute the cause to 
one or bagh of these\periodicals. But without stopping here to 
inquire who was first or last to blame in this matter, or whether 
rn 
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one or both are at fault, let us direct our attention more imme 
diately to the call that has been made upon us through the Har- 
binger. And what is that call? 

It is to consider whether the case of Bro. ‘Thomas is not of 
the same genus with that of Hymeneus and Philetus, recorded 
2 Tim. ii. 16, 17, 18, viz. “Shun profane and vain bablings ; 
for they will increase unto more ungodliness and their words 
will eat as doth a canker, of whom are Hymeneus and Phile- 
tus, who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the re- 
surrection is past already ; and overthrow the faith of some.” 
The heresy of Hymeneus and Philetus here spoken of, was 
that the resurrectiou had passed already: consequently they 
denied that there was to be any resurrection herea/ter. Now 
we understand Bro. Thomas to believe and teach that there 
will be a literal resurrection of the dead bodies of the saints at 
the coming uf Messiah, and that there will also be a literal re- 
surrection of the dead bodies of saints and sinners at the gen 
eral judgment, we do not therefore see how the two cases can 
be identified; unless, indeed, 1 be contended that because 
Bro. Thomas believes that the Gi spel is the power of God for 
salvation to every one that believes it, and that the secrets of 
men are to be judged according to the Gospel, and that there- 
fore those to olen the Gospel has never been offered can nei 
ther ln lieve it and be saved by it, nor reject it and be condem- 
ned by it; and hence they are not to be the subjects of that 
resurrection mentioned in it; and that therefore lhe denies the 
resurrection of those whom he considers wholly out o! the pur- 
view of the Gospel. It this be speculative or untaught, is it 
such al eresy as merits such a sentence of condemnation as 
that which Bro. C. has pronounced, and which he asks us to 
confirm against Bro. T., and that upon the first, or rather be- 
fore any admonition, at least from us, the proper tribunal ?7— 
Now we understand the scripture rule in this behalf, to be this; 
the congregation that has charge of the person accused must 
judge him to be a he.etic, and then admonish him fwice and 
then reject him after the second admonition has proved i. ef- 
fectual. But why does Bro. C. call on us to take the case of 
Bro. T. under consideration, now that he has publicly condem- 
ned him? If we, too, condemn him, he will still hold the same 
relation to Bro. C. that he does now; if we acquit him his re- 
lative situation to Bro. C. will be still the same ; thatis, of one 
as unfit for Christian Communion as a deluded Mormonite.— 
Again, why ¢oes Bro. C. wish to hold the rod of terror over 
our heads, while we are arias in judgment upon Bro. T’s 
ease, by calling on sister churches to act upon our decision and 


by placing us conditionally upon the same footing with Bro. TF 
go that if we would retain the fellowship of Bro. C. we have 
but one course left us, and that is to renounce Bro. T. either 
with or without the formality of a trial. It will therefore be 
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rceived that Bro. C. has tied our hands, and placed us in @ 
ilemma in which we must either forfeit his fellowship or re- 
nounce one of our congrezation that we look upon as an exem- 
plary disciple of Christ. We therefore, conclude, that Bro. C. 
as been premature in passing sentence on Bro. T. and all who 
believe and teach with him, before he and they had been dealt 
with according to the Laws in such cases. Again, the terms 
which Bro. C. has thought proper to prescribe to us, upon 
which Bro. T. can alone be retained among us, we think op- 
yressive in their character, and immoral in their tendency.— 
fe says, page 514, Mill. Harb. vol. 1 new series, “I will only 
add, that ina case of this sort, an explicit renunciation of these 
(new) doctrines, not merely a promise to suppres: them, or to 
hold the mas private propert ’, as though they were unoperative 
opinions, would be indispensable to Caristian Com munion.”— 
This rule is high-handed and oppressive, because it takes from 
one the right even of thinking for himself, it is immoral, be- 
cause it tedds to make one say he does not entertain certain 
opinions deemed heretical, lest he may thereby tncur the cen- 
sure of his brethren. No one ought to be induced to declare 
his disbeliefiu any opiaion till he has first been convinced of 
the error of that opinion. We cannot, come what will, offer 
any inducement to Bro. T. by appealing to his hopes, or his 
fears, to disavow those sentiments, so long as he re:mains un- 
convineed of the erroneousness of them. For this would be to 
tempt him to declare falsely. We do not feel ourselves called 
on to answer all the questions separately which appeared in 
the article unda@ consideration, they being addressed to the 
Brethren in general, and not to us in particular. It therefore, 
remiins for them to consider of those several matters, an 
adjopt such conclusions as the premises may seem to them to 
warrant. And siuce they are called upon to adopt or reject our 
decision, and of course ourselves along with that decision, we 
would, in view of that glorious hope set before us in the Gos- 
pel, the hope of a resurrection from among the dead, and aa 
entrance upon the enjoyment of that life which is hid with 
Christ in God, most devoutly pray, and ardently beseech them 
first to search well the scriptures to see whether these things 
are so, and thea compare the scripture doctrine with what _ 
T. believes and teaches as contained in his own writings, an 
not in the reports of others; and especially his remarks on Han- 
nicutt’s report of the Debate and his letter to Bro. C. No. 2, if 
after a full, fair, and candid examination and comparison they 
can find it in their hearts and consciences to renounce both him 
and us, be it so, we should most sincerely regret it, while we 
should endeavor, by the help of the Lord, to bear it with all 
Christian fortitude. And, although, we may hazard the loss of 
fellowship pith many, yet we feel bound to risk that loss, ra- 
ther than sever from our communion, one whose walk isso e» 
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emplary, and whose derotion to the truth is so ardent, as that 


of Bro. Thomas. We fee! bound by the sacred scriptures to 
continue to treat him as a Christian, so long : as he continues to 
walk as such, and we trust that the Brethren after mature ly 
considering this important matter, will duly appreciate our mo- 
tives end ratify our decision, and that Bro, Campbell in paru- 
cular, whose influence is great, and whose responsibility is pro- 
portionally great, would reconsider the wh ole matter, and so 
act as to avoid that schism in this reformation which must 
otherwise result from the course which, no doubt, he has felt 
himself called on to pursue; for, although, we have censured 
Bro. 'T’s manner, in some re spects, ana, althe ugh some amcne 
us, regard some of his views as speculative and untaught, yet 
as he has thus far manifested a disposition to amend, and has 
in fact amended his manners, and if past d of error, would 
we think, chan ge his matter too, We cannot consent to inter- 
dict him from proving, or atlemp ting to prove whot he m ay 
consider truth upon any subject of Revelation. We have too 
much confidence in the power of truth, ard in the heads and 
pens engage ‘d in this reformation. to fear that any error fata! rs 
the cause of truth can be successiully propagated and sustained 

May favor, peace, and mercy, be multiplied to all the faithful 
in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Signed by Order of the Church, 

. - sse Smith, @ Elders. 
A. B. Walthall, § 





THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
No. 5. 


To Sir Culling Eardley Smith, the Honorable “ and Rever- 
ent” Baptist Noel, and “the Reverend” James Sher- 
mar. 


Excellent Sirs, 


The Acts of Apostles has been divided, and very judiciously, } think, in- 
to three parts ; cach corresponding, as it sppears to me, to the order ep- 
pointed by Jesus, according tw which the proelamation of Reformation and 
the Remission of Sins was to be made known. ‘The Apostles were to be 
hie witnesses fret ‘in Jerusalem ond i all Judea;’ secondly, In the ternto- 

x of ‘Samania ;' snd thirdly, ‘to the m motest parts of the Earth,’ or Em- 
pire of Rome. The first division of the " labors comy rhe nds the opening 
of the Kwedom of Heaven, and the eubecquent we clamanon of the Gos- 
pel, and the teaching of its institutions to the notural and ecopted descend 
ents of Jeeob only. In this they were cngoued from A. D. 33 to A.D. 41, as 
detailed from chapter ii, to x.; berg a period of el out seven years. 2. The 
second, compnses an ac count of the opening of the Kingdom, tothe ‘prose - 
lyles of the gow, or devout Geutiles, together wth its ferther progress 
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among the Jews from A. D. 4] to A. D. 44 (Acts x.—xiii.) 3. And the third, 
comprehends the diffusion of the Faith of Christ among the idolatrous Gen- 
tiles, together with its further progress among the two preceding classes, 
from A. D. 44to A. D. 63) Acts’xiu.—xxviii.) 

Under the first head we have considered the opening of Heaven to the 
House of Isracl by one of the Keys entrusted to the Apostle Peter. We 
come now under the second, to inquire concerning the opening of the Hea- 
ven to the Gentiles also. This had been shut to them as well as to the Jews 
by the traditions of men: and such was the force with which its gates had 
been closed, that none could etlect an entrance for our race, save a Messen- 
ver from Heaven. A week of years had been comple ted since the first pro- 
clamahon of the Gospel. We have already contemplated the surpnsing 
ana preternatul il occurrences whicha ‘colnpantt dthat extrwrdinary event. 
‘The confirmation of th Apostohe acts on that d ty were Supe rnal: so that 
ther words and commandments came to Israel as the Oracles ot God. A 
penod had now arnved, and an occasion now presented itsell, which requi- 
; 


l sanctions, as str ind indisputable, as those which had been previ- 
ously given It wasaS ptenmad of Divine Int rpos On, which rendered 
the vear 41, hrough ail im 

tut before proceeding rmmediately to the events of this penod, we shail 
consider a few | ninanes. And first, why have we so particular an ac- 


count of the murdor of Stephen? In my judgment it was to ratroduce Saul 
to the notice of the reader; the great persecubon in which he was copcern- 


1 against t congregation in Jerusalem; and to show, how it was the 
wans Of extending the Gospel through the regrons of Judea and Samana, 
while the Apostles nained stauonary in the Metropolis. 
And he nilemen, itis worthy of note, that the oaly prerequisites to 
the preaching of cospel 1a those days, were first, to believe, secondly, to 
it; and thirdly, to; ss the p of Confirmatiwa. All the congre- 
ation was dispersed by th pers ion, aud all, both men and wom nm, 
who did not iull into the hands of Saul, *‘ Went aboul dectaring the giad b- 
tugs of the wor hor a person to pro ’ word would be uselves 
inicess v\ 1 to Administer il Henee they bapuzed those Wuo be- 
ved it. The Ambassadors of Jesus Christ remamed in Jerusalem; the 
hbead-quarters of the army of the Faith, While the disciples had accesa to 
th Ap stles, the full Lower ol confirmation was not necessary to the pro- 
clamation; for Phill » though he could Work nuiracies, liad to send lor apos- 


t 
tles to lay hands on his converts, that they muht receive the Holy Spunt. 


God's lot, or clergy, in those days of uth and honesty, were made up of 
ull the Disciples of Chinst both men and women; and to such alone was 
the term appled until your Order, gentlemen, usurped the nghts, pnvideges, 
honors, and immunities of the Body at la ;’ There were no “ iicences ty 


preach " then; no leave to “ bay and sell” was then thought of It was 
the duty, the bounden duty, of ev ry Christan to propaga the trath he 
had contessed by word and deed! and while Uns was the practice, the 
faith was rapidly ditlused; bat when ‘Clergymen' usurped the exclusive 
ryurht of preaching cad nuninistering, the flood vates ol corruption were 
Wiruwn open, and a sp ntual mortality soon prostrated tlhe souls of men. 
Concerning Phillip, Luke observes, ‘ hat going from Azotus, he proclaim- 
ed the gospt Lin all the cite sy till he came to Cesare 2; and there it leaves 
hum, where his labors were suspended; for he was not the person to intro- 
duce the Word to that City of Samana. You will neuce how adiaurably 
God disposes all his arrangements. Heaven was soon to be opened to the 
Gentiles, for whom it was necessary an Apostle should be especially provi- 
ded. I say it was needful, the proof of which lies in the fact that one was 
appointea; and God does nothing superfluous or in vain. Hence, before 
that importantvent, the injunous Saul is arrested in hw bloodthirstiness, 
aad converted from a savage persecutor mo an ardent, qQpuragcous, and 
faithful soldier of the Cross. One thing, 1 would call your attentioa to mw 
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relation to his case; namely, though Jesus convinced him, that he had n- 
een from the dead by his personal appearance, yet the Lord did not preach 
the gospel to him, or tell him what he must do to be saved from the pun 
ishment he deserved. And why did he 1ot?—For the plain reason, ihet 
he had commutted the matter to human agents, and, therefore, dul not 
choose to depart from the order he had lmd cown, Ly taking it out of ther 
hands. It was necessary, therefore, that Soul should 


igo to Damnscus to 
learn what he was to do for erlvation. When he arnved there, Jceus sent 


a Disciple, not a ‘Clergwman,’ for there wore po such anomelhes then 
but a cettcin Disciple, nemed Ansains, to tell bin what he ‘met co” And, 
kx ellent Sire. af vou world | Aved! WOU thiwal G ihe erie ~~ Yau fhiust 
‘ nris rei i hay tod and wna h, Wav your #1n8, 1nVvoKing tl me Of ti 
Lard.” S‘nanms Gunmanded Saul to co the; and the future Ay ¢ Ww 
ithe ts ‘ f vou Ieln ve U ( ! ‘ coy " ‘ 

j . ' t.70n ’ ‘ \ ‘ 
being prov ‘ “ ona rs 
wrinl beat } i } j iv Sy ' 

’ . . ‘ ; 
Ww 4 4 ih i }* seit 
bat I a’ { j ! } i‘ ‘ 
] i ~ . _ ‘| 
I! ‘ } “ 

} ol _ ‘ q 
t ‘ bi ’ \ 
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f tf His lamUV wwhbt have cied, a! thoh Whose 
fault would it bave bech, that they were tut, let suca 
learn trom the transactions at Cesarca, that (rod is tcl gowg 
lo depart Jrom his appomtments and arrungemenis ior the sake 


of obviating every casualty that may happen. The reason why 
God did rot prea h the Ge spel to Corneiius by the Ce lestial 
Messenger was, because, Jesus hed alieady apy ointed Peter to 
co wt, when he gave him the heys of the Kingd mol Heaven. 
Why was not Cornelius commanded to send tor James, John, 
or Matthew? For precisely the same reason; because the 
Keys of the Heaven were not committed to them. ‘ Brethren’ 
said Peter on another occasion, to the Ayosties und Elders at 
Jerusalem, ‘you know that God from among us chose, that the 


Centiles. by gy mouth, should hear the word of the Gospe, 
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and believe.’—God bad brought him down to Joppa, br easy 
journeys, that he might be in seadiness to ohey the summons, 
he was about to send him by the servants of Cornelius. But 
before they had arrived, the Lord proceeded to prepare Peter 
for the interview. Let us then retrace our steps to Joppa where 
he sull remained. 

The prejudices between the Jews and the Uncircumcised 
were inveterate. The Gentiles regarded the Jews as the unso- 
cial coutemners of all mankind; while the Jews regarded them 
as dogs, common, and unclean; with whom it was unlawiul 
fora Jew to joi, or even to enter their houses. ‘It is not 


ect” sari Jesus to the Syro- Phenician, * togive the children’s 
meattod a4 lin this sentiment all Jews coneurred. bor 
Seven years, the Christian Church was composed solely of 
t i Tie | j \ th »> Were | Ciites DY des ent Gi iGGp- 
fhon ; t ti now arris iwhen the d r Was to be 
: vcised in the flesh, that they mught be 
eo I tha the circurocisio! of Christ. rut the 
ian, raga ted to make this id innovation upen 
if , lfaJ nd not 
} pin thei i tii {, iL.es.— 
‘ tr { mc if 
" \ ay i Pets on e jWOUSE 
top 
i r to] ti ic Y hungry, 
mid » twas pre] i iain i ¢ scep, 
. lie j i ishnecet 
j j | j i , i } } he ird 
iu ise, 
Lit i 1 hunzes said to 
valls, it wa t strong en rea k 
( 17a Peter —* By 1 eans, Lord; | repiied, 
L fea reatany toing commonor uncrean. Dut, the 
\ }rs i} Br j } i ed ] | {t you 
| ralotthiss viously, that God was 
if purity the ¢ itites by hand thie ore, 
rey WwW | to be regarded as common or unclean.— 
This was Peter's anderstanding of the matter; for, says he, 
‘sod ha jowaome, that I ain to call no man common or un- 
clean.” 
Tae messengers of Cornelius having delivered their message, 


the Spirit ordered Peter to go with them, ‘for,’ said he, *T have 
gent them.’ > irnehius sending in obedience to the Mi ssebnger 
from God, is termed the sending of the Spirit, This by the 
Way ; it may serve to show, that when a Church of Christ calls 
a member of its Body, or sends him on any business, if it be 
done ingeonformity with Scripture requirements, that man is 
‘called and sent of God, and not otherwise ; but to proceed. 


Peter accompanied them, together with six brethren, and ow 
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the day after entered Ceserea, and the house of Cornelias; who 
observed that he, his relations, intimate triends, and household. 
were all assembled before God, * to hear’ continued he, ‘all the 
things which God had given Peter in charge.’ 

Gentlemen, you will | lease to notice, that Peter did not act 
upon this occasion, as the Clerical Order is accustomed to do 
when its members go to visit the convicted, or to prea h what 
it very mistakenly terms the Gospel. Here was a et pany ol 
worshippers of the true God, whose prayers were acceptable 
to hit. bat you do not tind the Apostle pre mice his pre clumaa 
tion, on Wiis singul irly tportant (CCUSION, by udstracting trom 


his pocket a hymn-book, or a Hook of Common Prayer;—he 
and his six brethren, did not commence by singing a uytin “to 
the Praise, and vi Ty of Ce Ll’ o7 DY olf Tile t Papruyer, either 
read or spoken exteinporarny, that * God would be present, in 
their widst and that to bless them.’ or that he would * bless bis 
word,’ and convert many souls that cay ! No, Crentleny I. 
there Was none ol this: these are the mere i entions of your 
Order grafted upon the simpie p: clamation of the truth. Sure 
ly, if e1 we preacl of the gospel ougut to be prefaced by 
sinvin’ prayers List Was the ecasion tol i but you hea 
whe.e find such a pia 1 2coy ted by The prearragtys prea hers. ho 
matter how wany Christians were present. The worehip of 
the (Church, and the preachin rot the G neltothe we rld. were 
always separate and distinct. There is a time for every ihing 


A time to worship God and edify one another as Christians: 
’ 


and a time to address sinners in behali of the truth. Putid 

nut wonder al much singing and ‘praying, as itis absurd- 
ly called. in vour vopular religious assembles: contine these 
to the "Church members’ on the first day of the veck and you! 
abstract gospelizings would svon cease for want of hearers. It 


is the singing and ranting of this country, and not the preach- 
ino of the zg spr l which crowds i: lempies W ith the vain, the 
riddy, the thou hiless, and the per ud, 

Well, the company being assembled, Peter opened his mouth, 
and proceeded immediately to the deavery of * the message ’ 
Cod had given him Ih charge. It Wiis like what ‘ i He’ssuges 
ought to be, full of matter, but spare of words. He referred 
them to a certain report concerning Jesus of Nazareth with 
which they were familias. He spoke of the Jimmersion of John: 
the Anointing of Jesus with the Holy Spint and with power ; 
his benevolence ; and communion with God. Testified to thei 
truth ; for he and his companions were witnesses of them.— 
Thus they established the report as true. He then referred to 
his death, and the manner of it; to his resurrection and subse- 
queut manifestations to himself and apostolic brethren, who 
ate and drank with Him after he rose fromthe dead. He then 
¢ame to the thing which was especialiy given in charge to the 
Apostles ; namely, that God bad appointed him to be ‘he Judge 
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of the living and dead.’ That he was tes. df by all the pro- 
phets ; and that the subject matter ofa part of their testimony 
wus—— 

And here, Gentlemen, the Anostle is aboutin the declaration 


Whien follows, to opca tae Aingcom of Heaven to the Gentiles 
! Mme esi Giase. Po is miere-dloy 5 yes, ib ds huportant beyond 
eX pi “won Dolb lo you wd lo mic. [his that purt ol the Con- 


. ‘ . e | on ’ } 
Vdlion Of lune Atuno2uumM UpOu Waica our rigats as Geulles ure 


4") fiim,. sitic I vt A al; AE yr ite ‘s /, ar wilness. that 
RVERY UNL Wal RoLIkvyis UN bis i SUALL RECEIVE FORGIVENESS 


fie way of Reoission was now open to ‘every one ;’ and 
tas ganoudecmeut was rauded by ihe Holy Soiurit descending 
uvon all Who were hearing the word; tue proof of which was 
tust luminous and cloven iOnZuUES sul Upon « ach of them, and 
thoy spoke in aitlerent tongues, glorifying God ; ‘for,’ said Pe- 
ter, ‘tae Holy Spirit fell upon them even as upon us at the be- 
ginning.’ — Tits celestial allestation came most opportuuely. 
Peter laid bold of it as an argument that they shou.d not be 
prevented trom receiving “ forgiveness by his name.”—“Can 
any forbid water,” said he, “ that these persens should not'be 
immersed, who have received the Holy Spirit as well as we? 
None obj. ‘ting, he ord: red them to be * Laptized in the nane 
of the Lerd.” 
' And hew. Geatlemen. you will observe, thai to receire for- 
giceness by the nuime of Jesus, Is tue sane thing as to be bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the Remission of Sins. 
This is obvious from the declaration of Peter, which he follow- 
ed up by a command. The same gospel was preached to the 
Jews on Pentecost, as to the Gentiles at Cesarea, and the obe- 
dience yielded by each was the same. They were baptized for 
the ty riveness of sins, of actual transgression, which the law 
of Moses could not blot out effectually. And consider further- 
more, that this forgiveness is promised to those only who be- 
lieve on Jesus. Prav, Gentlemen, how many of the infants 
you are in the practice of sprinkling, believe on the name of 
Christ?) And if baptism into his name be for remission of sins, 
how many sips or transgressions, have they committed before 
vou asperse them, for which they need to be forgiven. And 
how can any ope be baptized into the name of Jesus, who is 
ignorant of the testimony of prophets and apostles concerning 
hin ? But yor Order says, that there were babies in Corne- 
lius’ household! And how can this be, seeing that Peter says 
concerning them, that ‘God purified their hearts by faith ?— 
Suypose we grant that there were some babies there. how much 
faith do you think they had in the words which Peter spoke 
for the salvation of Cornelius’ household or family? Were 
they amenag the ferery one who believes ou Jesus’ that were 
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then addressed by the Apostle? Verily, Sirs, if you are so ere- 
dulous as to believe, or rather sincerely think, that the gospel 
for remission of sins has any thing to do with animal infants, 
you have superstition enough to receive the grossest absurdi- 
ties for the truth! Every ordinance of the New Inst tution is 
predicated on faith that works by love. That is, no one, man, 
woman, or child, can receive any advantage temporal or eter- 
nal, by observing any Christian ordinance, unless they do it be- 
lievingly ; and that belief will benefit them nothing if it works 
by dread instead of love. In the fauth of a Christian there is 
no fear; for ‘ perfect love casteth out fear,’ and there is no fear 
in love.’ He believes and loves God. because he has been con- 
vinced that God first loved him. Your Church ts aware of the 
importance of this principle concerning the necessity of faith ; 
hens ¢ she Hyp ints Spobsors, or pre X\ -beieve4»s, in the facial- 
aspersinn of infants! Buteven these have not faith. They 
are credulous and superstitious, but of love to Gud the y are de- 
stitute. Gentlemen, your Church admits the indispensabilty 
of baptism to salvation: but, as | have shown, your infantile 
aspersion is not buptism; therefore, she is self-condemned as 
without the ark of safety. Her ordinances are popish, unboly, 
usele 5. Your Church is ine colossal oppressor of the poor, 
the persecutor o! the widew, the fatherless. and the « rphan: 
the adulterous ally of the Monarchy ; pregnant with every lust, 
a dead weight about the energies of an ingenuous nation: un 
S( riptural - antichristian. und a | iacue sp ton the hody Poiitic. 
Can Schism from such a Church be a sin?—Let us hear 
what one of your own Order says in relation to this in his 'l- 
lustrations of the Book of Common Praver. 

“Our Liturzy,” says the author, “ was first established by 
the Convocati b, OF pre vineial Synods « {the realm, and there: 
by became Oruicarory tn foro conscientia, and was then con- 
firmed and ratified by the supreme magistrate in Parhament, 
and so also became Oaticarory in foro cirili. (thas, therefore, 
all authority, both ecclesiastical and civil. As it 1s establish- 
ed by ecvlesiastical authority, those who separate themselves, 
and set up another form of worship, are schismatics ; avd con 
sequently guilty of a damnable sin, which no loleration grant 
ed by the civil magistrate, can authorize or justify. But asit 
is settled by act of Parliament, the separating from itis only an 
offence against the State, and as such, may be pardoned by the 
State. The Act of Toleration, therefore, as it is called, has 
freed the Dissenters from being offenders against the State, 
notwithstanding their separation from the worship prescribed 
by the liturgy ; but it by no means excuses or can excuse them 
from the schism they have made in the Church ; they are still 
guilty «f that sin, and will be solong as they separate, notwith 
standing any temporal authority to indemnify them.” 

So speaks one of your ‘Divines.’ From this it is obvious, 
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that if the state were to leave the Dissenters to the tender mer- 
cies of ‘the United Church of England and Ireland’ she 
would make them smart for their sin, as she used to do when 
aided by the State. Schism from such a Harlot is pronounced 
by one of her Merchants to be a ‘ Damnable Sin.’ He pro- 
nounces the Dissenters still guilty of it; and therefore, in a 
damnable state! No doubt can be entertained, but that Schism 


from the Church of Christ is a heinous offence; but, Gentle- 


men, schism from a corrupt and antichristian community is a 
virtue, and expressly commanded by God. Your Church is 
notoriously corrupt. It never: was the Church of Christ, nor 
ever will be. [tis a part of the Antichristian Kingdom which 
goes to destruction. The signs of the times in England and 
Ireland shculd convince you of this. Your Cherch is falling; 
and its death-cries have reached these shores. All that would 
become the people of God are commanded to come out and be 
separate, and touch no unclean thing ; and he will receive them 
“and I will be to you a father; and you shall be tc me sons 
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

I have now brought to a close my remarks. I have endea- 
vored to write in a “Christian Spirit,” and have derived my 
‘views of the nature of this sin exclusively from the scriptres.’ 
I have been ‘ eminently candid and impartial, and have endea- 
vored to ‘compel you to detect and condemn as mortal a sin in 
yourselves.’ I cannot charge you with having separated from 
the Church of Christ: because, as I have shown, you never be- 
longed to it. In these letters 1 have exhibited to you what the 
truth is; if you receive it, you cannot fat! to condemn your- 
selves as aliens to the Commonwealth of Israel. As uncireum- 
cised by the circumcision of Christ, then, I address you, Gen- 
tlemen, on the importance of your turning from these episcopal 
vanities, to serve the living and true God as set forth by pre- 
cept and example in the scriptures. What are all the honors 
of this passing existence compared to the crown of eternal life. 
If you would attain to that state of g’ory, renounce your eccle- 
siastical Order; come out from Babylon; believe the Gospel 
as preached by Peter to the Jews and Gentiles; be immersed 
in the name of Jesus for the Remission of your sins; and hav- 
ing thus began to do well, persevere in well-doing for the rest 
of your days, and at the Resurrection of the just, you will at- 
tain to glory, honor, and immortality, 

That this may be your happiness is the unfeigned aspiration of 
Excellent Sirs, 
Your Fellow-Countryman and well-wisher 
Ture Eprroa. 

P. & As to the prize of £ 100, I put in no claim. If become 
the means of leading you to the ohedience of the faith, you will 
be ready to confer upon me, not £100 only, but your own selves 
also, t shall therefore, wait till then for any reward you mag 
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have to bestow. Should I succeed in turning you from yout 
vanities to righteousness, you will be gems in my crown in 


the Kingdom of the Father; where his saints shine as the stars 
forever. Amen. 


From the Millennial Harbinger. 
DR. THOMAS’ SECON) LETTER. 


The November No. ef the Adeocate is come to hand. As 
usual the Apocalypse, the organization of the brain, and the 
theory of Dr. Thomas’ newly invented man, chiefly engross its 
36 duodecimos. About the one-third of them are addressed to 
his “ dear brother Campbell,” whom he has now converted in- 
to a dictator, dogmatist, and persecutor. Every single point 
worthy of any notice, I believe is found fully anticipated in my 
late Extra, which he had not then seen. I should, perhaps, ex- 
cept the new titles he has bestowed on me; fo: really | was 
not prepared to expect that he should convert Bethany into 
Rome, myself into the Pope, and my declaration to the world 
that I had no fellowship with his new doctrines, into a bull of 
excommunication. 1 fear nothing from this abuse. If my past 
and public labore do not shield me from such maliciousnrss, [ 
should not expect to do it by any defence | could offer. Every 
instance of eburch discipline will afford the saiwe scope for the 
same language from such men, tll the Lord comes. 

[am happy to learn from numerous and authentic sources, 
that the Doctor’s partizans are indeed rery, rery few—only 
one or two here and there out of his own immediate neighbor- 
hood. It is due to the brethren abroad that this should be 
known, because the Doctor has sought to make the impression 
that his new-vamped theory of human bodies aud their earthly 
destinies is somewhat popular in Vi irginia, It is questionab le, 
1 learn, whether one dozen of persons in this commonwealth 
believe them. There may be a very few who regard them as 
innocent speculations: but, if I may believe a great v ariety of 
testimony, he has not made perhaps twelve converts as the fruit 
of his three years labor of tongue, pen, and press. But this, 
with bim, may be proof of their truth and excellency. The 
morality of some of his representations, and of extracts from 
letters, and colorings, is to some minds as questionable as the 
truth of his new doctrines. For my own part, I now have as 
little fellowship for the oneas tor the other The inuendoes 
about my letter to Albert Anderson, and some other matters of 
the same genus, have confirmed my former doubts. My letter 
io brother Anderson is his property. If he agrees to its publi- 
cation, | would much rather see it all published in the Advo- 
cate, than those unjustified and unjustifiable allusions to it.~ 
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Other persons in Virginia, I learn, wish their whole letters to 
be published, rather than the extracts which have appeared : for 
their views are greatly imisrepresented by the extracts given to 
the public. All this with me is as immoral as the Advocate’s 
speculations aie schismatical. 

I tgink the allusion to brother Shepherd, Editor of the Prim- 
itive Christian, in his last letter to me, as if brother Shepherd 
was a Materialist of Dr. Thomas’ school, is injurious to brether 
Shepherd and calculated falsely to prejudice the public mind. 
The puff he gives brother Shepherd’s writing talents for libert 
to use his name in this way, will not be deemed by the Primi- 
tive Christian as a sufficient price for the use of his name on 
the backside of the Apostolic Advocate. Brother Shepnerd had 
better take uo inventory of the estate before he nsks any thing 
on the adventure. 1 know the Primitive Christian has cauti- 
ousness well developed 

There is a very pretty litte criticism, indeed, on the Savior’s 
exposition of Sadduceeism, from the pen of our brother Wal- 
thall of Virginia, in a late Primitive Christian, copied into the 
Advocate, which | intend to present to my readers sume of 
these days, with a full dissertation on that memorable refuta- 
tion of Sadduceeism, the meaning of which I am fully persuad- 
ed has never yet entered into the mind of some gentlemen. In- 
depealeat of the value of the argument deduced therefrom 
against these speculations, it deserves a full investigation for 
the sake of thereputation of its author and the good sense of 
hi whole audience in admitting its irresistible conviction. For 
as the matter now signds in our days, I do not think one in a 
thousand of the readers of the New Testament understands it; 
and Tam morally certain it is as completely hid from the eyes 
of all those called Materialists as were the pretensions of the 
Messiah, from those who crucified him. A. €. 





LETTER THIRD. 
The Elitor to: Mr. Alexander Campbell 


Greelineg. 


I am constrained thus to address you by a desire not to of- 
fend you by the phrase “dear brother.” 1 would substitute 
‘dear sir, were it not that I perceive, that the monosyllable 
dear, when written by my obnoxious self, is uncourteously re- 
ceived. I could invoke you by a simple Sir ; but then I should 
be vitited, perhaps, by the acrimonious reflexions of those, who 
are accustomed to make me an offender fora word. Besides, 
it wouldbe said, that your notice of my last had aroused with- 
in me a vindictive, or perhaps, an angry spirit. But far be it 
from me to return you evil for evil, or railing for railing : if you 
would give me credit for entertaining towards you no worse a 
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feeling than existed in the breast of Paul when he withstood 
Peter to his face for his dissimulation, | can assure you, tha 

notwithstanding all that has passed between us, 1 bear you no 
ill-will. There is no man living who can come forward and 
truly testify, that I have ever spoke a disrespectful word con- 
cerning you. The worst | have ever said is before the public. 
I cannot understand how it is, that you so uniformly misinter- 
pret me. I am willing to take you as meaning what you say ; 
why, then, can you not do me the same justice? You cc mpel 
me to infer, either that you are blinded by prejudice against ine, 
or that you are unhap. ily the victim of some disguised enemies 
unknown to me. Ii it were otherwise, how is ut that all who 
read the Advocate do not coincide with you in your judgment 
of me? 1 could name men in these parts as intelligent, as 
faithful, as moral, as self-denying, and as influential in society 
as any in the country who acquit me of the things you lay to 
my charge, and who consider the course you have take n as ¢ X- 
ceedingly reprehensible. They are brethren of good standing 
in the several churches to which they belong. They are not 
of the number ot those, who scarcely ever make the ir appear- 
ance at the worah ip of Gad. ‘unless a pre acher comes along; 
on the contrary, they are pillars in the churches, and honorable 
defenders of the doctrine of Christ in theu several vicinities 

From such it is, that | have received assurances that the Ad- 
yocate shall be sustained. It is they who strengthen my hands, 
and will strengthen them so long as I plead faithfully for what 
I believe to be true. If you wan’ a character of any man would 
you not inguire of those who know him best?) Who are ob- 
servers of his every day walk and conduct in society? It is 
such, then, that have testified to you, that I deserve better and 
more Christianlike, treatment than I have received at your 
hands. 

Are you not a “dictator ?’—Have you not dictated to the 
church to which I belong what they were to do with me; and 
to sister churches what they are to doin case | am not excised 
by the Paineville brethren? There can be no question as to 
your dogmatizing upon what you are pleased to term my dog- 
matism ; and certainly, the spirit with which you bear down 
upon me is very like pursuing me to social reprobation. 

You have not noticed “every single point worthy of any no- 
tice.” | have yet seen no notice of that point which relates to 
the founding of your Decree upon the report of an enemy. I 
am just returned from Lunenburg, where I learved, that the 
writer of that report said, in effect, to one of our brethren, wat 
he did not give it as a report of what I said at the Debate, but 


as his conclusions from what I spoke there and have written 
in the Advocate. So that you will discover that a deception 
has been practised upon your too easy faith. Why did you 
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seize upon this so greedily ?_ Was it out of good will to me? 
Or fram a more kindred feeling for a brother Methodist? 

I have be stowed no “ new title ” upon you. I merely carried 
out an idea of your own suggestion. You should not be so free 
with the use of figures. if you are not prepared for their exten- 
sion. You said, Dr. Thomas has passed the Rubicon. This 
suggested to me the passage in my last to which you refer.— 
The Rubicon was the fluvial boundary of Julius Cesar’s pro- 
vince. When he crossed it with his troops it was to make war 
upon the liberties oft Rome towards which he marched. If then, 
it were said, that I had passed the Rubicon, what more natural 
than to suppose, that I was marching in Cesar’s steps, and 
upon another Rome? 1 did not convert you into the Pope;— 
though I confess, that to my mind, your course towaids me has 
been exceedingly arbitrary, and such as no son of liberty would 
succumb to without a stern defence. If this be to call you the 
Pope, then be it so. 


W hat follows is not a fair st: itement. You sav. “ ‘ant hé 


should convert my (A. C’s.) declaration ty ane world that Jhad 
no fellowship FOR WIS NEW SucTRiNes, intoa Bull of Excom- 
munication.” It was not the doctrines only, but myself that 
you cut off from ¥..ur communion or fe llowship. Yon said p. 
Sis," f have no further object in these remarks than to give 
my reasons why | can no longer regard him” (this bold spe- 
culator Dr. ‘Thomas, as you term me)“ as a brother in the 
Lord.” ‘lus you prejudged my case, and called upon my bre- 
thren here to ratily what you had done, in your ‘ elevation 
above all squeamishness.’ Is not this excommunicating me 
myself as well as my views, from your communion or fellow- 
ship? If it be not, | know not what is. 

And this carrying out of your own figure, and calling your 
separation of me from your fellowship by its mght name, you 
term “abuse!” Your temperament, I suspect, is a very ner- 
vous one ; iis texture must be extremely sensitive ; lor, it seems, 
that you are very easily abused. I once thought, from the 
roughness with which you handled your opponents, that it 
would take much rally) ing an id long, before you would acknow- 
ledge yourself “abused!” I have learned, however, from ex: 
perience, that it takes much less to abuse a great man, than 
one of small account. 

“ Maliciousness!” Tam not actuated by malice. I am on 
the wrong side to be malicious. You have put me on the de- 
fensive. Itis the plaintiff, and not the defendant in a cause 
against whom guch a crime should be insinuated. If you will 
believe me, | have not a spice of malice in my organization. | 
coud not find & in my heart to treat a wild hog maliciously 
for rooting up my wheat, much less an intelligent man ; who, 
when on the side of truth, is the noblest object in terrestrial 
nature. You mistake, 1am not a subject of “ church disci- 
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pline,” unless, indeed, the church is embodied in the person ef 
Alexander Campbell. 

You are happy to learn from authentic sources that my “par- 
lizans are very, very few.” | am glad that foronce, even in this 
stage of our affairs, that I possess the power of augmenting 
this happiness, so authentically derived. My “ partizans” as 
you term some of the brethren whom you fellowship, are not 
ouly “ very, very few,” but as far as | know, absolutely not-e2- 
isting. There is not a single brother within the range of my 
personal acquaintance, that I could renture to call wy “ part- 
zau.” The brethren know, and can testify, that I have never 
wade a single eflort, or manifested the least disposition to make 
a partizap. Bro. A. Anderson, in Whom, you say, you have the 
fullest confidence, once remarked to me, that he did not believe 


that such was my desire, because, if it were, 1 did not make the 


elfort necessary to effect it. No, no; to head a party has no 
chanos for me. 1 know too we'l the inconstancy of mens’ al- 
jegiance to their leaders ; | am too well acquainted with the 
&-Kleness of humanity, to propose to myself any such bauble 
As an object Oe gm bition. : 

But there is a party, and a gro!ug one too, for the truth Ge 
tiis in Jesus. This party, though not quite ~ 150,000,” ac- 
knowledge me as a brother and a fellow-p.!i29n: We tabor 
together for our leader, whose nae is nether Campues nor 
Thomas, but Teuru. We “« not seek to make the impression 
that this Leader is “* popular,” for he unquest onably is not:— 
yét he can number in this commonwealth more followers in his 
train than “one dozen persons.” Upon this point vour inform- 
ers do not agree in testimony. A one-eyed “ Spectator” who 
writes in the Southein Religious Telegraph, says concerning 


me. ” ) et he has follows rs. Who in this enlicht ned land of 


ours cannot obtain followers? A Fanny Wright can have 


therm; a Matthias can have them ; aad why not a Dr Thomas? 
fa one secti-a of this county (Lunenburg) Ais followers are 
numerous ; and he might have added powerful: for he con- 
tinues, “ they have ejected the old Baptists from one of their 
Churches, and instead of the pure christian morality inculcated 
by them, they have, under the cloak of religion, planted infide- 
lity.” So then, you perceive, that your informers testify that 
they are few ; and “ Spectator,” an episcopalian brother (!) as 
it is said, declares that they are numerous in the county in 
which he lives, and where the Debate occurred! Put, as I 
have said, they neither of them testify the truth, for I have no 
followers at all. For instance, if | were to venture to teach, 
that a man might attain to the Resurrection of the Just, with- 
out becoming a citizen of the Kingdom, as itis, in the cnly ap- 
pointed way, my influence would take to itself wings and fly 
away. They would charge me, and very justly, with false- 
hood, and soon call me to order as a gocd many have done you; 
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and it is because, they prefer to follow Trora rather than you 
or me, that you have been the subject of so much trouble and 
vexation ol late. 

I cannot tell exactly, whether I have made “ twelve” or thir- 
teen “ converts” duriag the last “ three years.” Suppose each 
one of the * 150,000” reformers were to make twelve converts 
in three years, would it uot be doing great things? There 
would then be no less than 1,800,000! ‘Then if each of these 
were to do the same, we should have in six years from this time 
21.609.000 coaverts, which would be about seve n millions, six 
hundred thousand more than the population of the United 
States! And that too without apy abatement for the infantile 
portion of the nation! So that, upon the whole, if I had made 


no more than your “ great variety of testimony ” testifies, ] 
shall have done my duty, for three years at least. But suppose 
tha. | live 2! years longer, and that | convert dang that pe- 
riod twel\ persons every three years, at the end of that time 
I shall i converted e rhty-four ; which will be doing well, 
provided they are turned to mghteousness. Further, if | were 
t2U MIA" Nov tho}4r mverts, but that each of my twelve were to 
convert twelve each, and these were to do the same thing, and 
SO On, ' ry three years, the agvregat ‘of the whole In twenty- 


one years would be 429.981.6956 ; but if | were to continue con- 
verting at the rate of twelve every tiree years in concert with 


them, by the same rule our converts would far exceed the po- 
pulation of the-globe. Despise not therefore, the conversion 
of twelve persons in three years by one man. Ls effects upon 


society Would be incalculable, if every Curistian were or could 
do, the same thing. But how many converts have each of your 
‘great variety of testimony’ made? I know for certain, that 
there are very few reformers east of the Blue Ridge, that have 
convinced and converted twelve adults within three years. 
But, when I reflect, that at the end of three years and a half 
all the permanent converts of Jesus upon whom he chiefly re- 
lied, did not exceed twelve; and that of these, one was a trai- 
tor, another renounced him with oaths and curses, and all for- 
svok him and fled, [ am not distressed at the fewness of the 
converis | am alleged to have made. But I would observe, that 
I am not solicitous to make converts. 1 leave others to con- 
vert while I convince. Lleave others to build upon the foun- 
dation | endeavor to lay. L rejoice to hear of the conversion 
or baptism into Christ, by other brethren, of the persons in 
whose minds | have anata: Fs good seed. Paul converted no 
more than Crispus and Gaius; and the household of Stepha- 
nas at Corinth : because he was sent not to convert or baptize, 
but to preach th¢ gospel, or to convince men of sin, righteous- 
ness, and jadgment tocome. This was a matter of thanks- 
iving to him, as it is to ne; for of all charges, it is not likely 
that it can be established, that I “ baptized into my own name. 
c3 
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I will relate an incident to you which opened my eyes to the 
unsoundness of the proselyting system of “ this Reformation.” 
On my first tour in Virginia, | addressed a considerable audi- 
ence in one of the lower counties. My subject was, on the first 
day, Peter’s discourse on Pentecost; on the next, the Little 
Kingdom cut out of the Mountains. After | had closed the 
subject, lexhorted my hearers to enter intothat Kingdom which 
exists now in principle ; but my exhortations failed. Every 
countenance Was composed; nota head bowed; no handker- 
chief concealed the face of the penitent; not an eye glistened 
with the tear of contrition or of joy. My exhortation finished; 
some hymns, or ‘ recruiting songs’ were struck up. They were 
animating by their exciting sounds. What a change then en- 
sued! The feelings were Wrought upon ; and what the truth 
could not do of itself, the singing effected. Many sobbed and 
ered ; but for what—I myself could scarcely repress my feel- 
ings: I could have cried too, but I struggled successfully to 
maintain my gravity. It was animal sympathy. These indi- 
viduals cried copiously ; sull they hung back: and it was only 
by personal persuasive eflorts that certain ventured up. Others 
then followed, and before the meeting closed, sixteen came 
forward to be immersed. Were their tears, of sorrow o1 of joy? 
If of sorrow, why did they not cry before the siuging began? 
If of joy, why did they not nnmediately come forward and de- 
mand to be taptized in the name of Christ, without so much’ 
ado? If they were tears of sorrow, surely the speediest way 
of getting quit of their affliction, was todemand instant baptisin 
for the Remission of Sins. But this is not the worst of the 
matter, for I have since learned that for the most part, these 
converts have failed to adorn the doctrine of God as becomes 
gaints.——On another occasion, nearer the sea shore, ] spoke 
about four hours and a half on the Resurrection of Christ and 
its connexion with the doctrine of Remission of Sins. My au- 
dience was deeply interested ; | do not remember that oue left 
his seat the whole time. At the conclusion not one came for- 
ward. Butin two or three weeks after, a brother visited them, 
and immersed thirteen in whose minds I had sow. the seed. 
Il could mention similar instances; but these will suffice. ] 
claim no applause ; if any real good was done, to the Truth of 
God be all the clory. 

My conviction is, that if it were not for so much singing, we 
should hear very little of the great proselytings of the West.— 





We are to judge of things by their fruits. What is the value 
of such proselytes as those described by Bro. Tompkins in our 
last. Do the majorities of these thirties, and hundreds live 
ainong their neighbors as ‘ shining lights:’ are they marked as 
‘a peculiar people, zealous of good works ;’ are they carefui 
not to forsake the assembling of themselves together; de the 

w *ditate in the word day and night; is it their meat and their 
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drink to do the will of their father who is in heaven? If these 
things be so, happy are they ; and if such be their practice, wh 
do we from time to time read such heavy complaints of their 
apathy and worldlymindedness even in the Harbinger? The 
bane of this age ts the old evil by which the Church of Christ 
was desolated in the third century. It flattered the vanity of 
the bishops and greatly augmented their influence and consi- 
deration among men, to crowd their churches with neophytes 
In this way, the Church was soon confounded with the world: 
an amalgamation, which, unless a halt be sounded, bids fair to 
alloy und finally extinguish the virtue, purity, and excellence 
of “this Reformation.” This proselyting through thick and 
thin, is but a version, somewhat revised and corrected, of those 
sectarian eflorts which ‘compass sea and !and’ to the same 
end. And we see the working of the system. The fruits of 
the Camp-meeting, the Revival, the Big and Protracted Meet- 
ings are inundating their communions, and will certainly ulti- 
mate in their desolation. 

In reading the scriptures, I discover no such manner of pro- 
selyting as | have seen in the Fast and West. Jn the Day of 
Spiritual gifts. “ the Lord added to the Church the saved."— 
How ?—By conti:ming the word by the miracles and signs, by 
which it was accor npanie ad. In thi il Day, those who a sse ssed 
the Oracles of God, ‘searched the se rip tures,’ and therefore 
they believed. And again, ‘ the congregations walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the admonition of the Holy Spirit, 
were multiplied.’ ‘There is not a single instance on record in 
which men were made Christians by singing; or by the me- 
chanism of a big or protracted meeting. Iam persuaded that 
the Lord has little or nothing to doin adding very many to ‘this 
reformation ;’ if he had we should certainly behold a very dif- 
ferent state of things. 

The Churches need improvement in faith, hope, and practice. 
The first thing to be attended to, is to enlarge their conceptions, 
to build them upin their most holv faith, and to disetpline them, 
like a well trained and compactly organized regiment, in the 
practice of their spiritual exercises. This conviction Is one 
cause why you receive such ‘ a great variety of testimony ? 
about the fewness of the baptisms I administer, I am for chns- 
tianizing men through the Congregations of God. If we can 
succeed in bringing them to ‘ walk in the fear of the Lord, and 
the admonitions of the Holy Spirit, they will be multiplied as 
a matter of course ; but, if not, then they are nothing but stum- 
bling blocks in the way ‘of.truth. Besides, I act according to 
the light, or as you would ssy, the darkness, that is in me. 
Well be it so. According to your light you are aiming at the 
conversion af the World, which neither you, nor any set of 
men, unaided by miracles ‘and the judgments of God, can efieet; 
but accoiding to my darkness, I propose, the Preparation of 
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the Church, or Lamb's wife, for the reception of the Lord af 
4is Second Coming, which t believe to be near. In the pur- 
suit of your object, the word does not sustain you; but in la- 
boring to accomplish mine, I have ‘the sure word of ; rophecy 
more firm ;’ which to me ts ‘as a hight shining in a dark place’ 
to Which | labor to take heed. But convert as many as youcan 
with ail my heart, if your talent lie that way: on ly take care 
that you tu.nthem to the Truth and not to Gospel Nullitication. 
lam sure in such a work, | wish you heartily God speed. 
Wheo you have proved the ‘ morality’ of Lome of your own 
* representations, and extracts from letters, and coloungs.” it 


wul be time enough for me to mect your new accusation of 


mora t You esay that you heave wow as little fellows] ip for 
tbe mol ty ity repres ntations, AC. as lor the I th of my 
new doctrin You would make your readers suppose thet 
this ' new thing. You rtalicise the word now. as if you 
had ret mein fellowship oll S38; when -n tact vou lor 
talied Lrit ure} cut pre { n iN voruber,. 
three months before. | refer you to the Addre of the Church 
in P e\ e jor! celenes 

lf bye A. And » obtect n tT will publ the whole of 
your letier tohu f course you wil republieh it in the Has 
binger. My allusio: re neither ‘unjustified’ ‘unjustifi- 
able” As | have said, l read tinyself in the aucience of 15 
ol I ren, ¥ ustified me and reprehended vou. Let the 
per ns W ‘ vi ire gl ally Tihis presente \ ime ¢x- 
tracts which Lam alleged to have given to the pollic,” com- 
pet { me. and if | in iw il redress theirg Vil ces, ] sus 
pect, you ~ learn’ a roan deal more about me a) my aflairs 
than | know myself: if guilty, which I deny, ard love ¢o- 
vers a multitude of sins’ you evidently show, that tiat love to 


wards me has no place im your breast. We are exhorted to 
‘lay down our lives for the brethren ; nay, more, to love even 
our enemies ; whether that disposition be in you, | lcave others 
to say ; I see not an inkling of 1 when my hereticel self hap 
pens to cross your path. But I suppose, that my b: ing turned 
out of God’s family or house by you, reduces me to the condition 
of one unbegotten and unborn; and that therefore you are not 
bound by such consilerations towards me. Very well, if pot 
before, we will settle this matter when the Lord comes. 

All who know me, know very well, that lam not given to 
puffing. It would come with as bad a grace from: me as flat 
tery. But, if 1 did “puff” Bro. Sheperd’s wrting talents, did 
you not egregionsly puff off the Christian Publish«r; and in so 
doing puff o your own spirit and praise? See M:'!. Harb. 568. 
This periodical was designed for the re-publicaticn of much of 
the Christian Baptist ; which intention it reguler'y fulfils. In 
speaking of its excellence, therefore, you comm«nd your own 
writings ; a commendation, indeed, they are intitied to; though 
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it would come better from another source. I wish well to bro- 
ther Colman’s paper so long as he pleads for the Gospel for 
Remission and a title to Eternal Lite. 

I beleve Bro. Silas Shepherd to be an honest man and a 
Christian. He may have “ caxtiousness ” well deve loped j— 
but i aus persuaded it bas not yet degenerated into epediency. 
lt is no compliment to Bro. 8. to appezlto his fears. | doubt 
rot, out be wall totlow out his convictions of the truth, though 
he should be found iy company with inyself; and discover, that 
to be fouad in such compauy, exposed him to the pains and pe- 
nalties ol an edict trom Bethany. | have no inducements to 
olfer hia; on the contrary, if he would be popular let him stand 
aivvi trom me at present’ This is my day of trial. God will 
gefend the rigot, I can stand without bis patronace or yours. 
Ji he or you are disposed to be friendly, 1 will reciprocate the 
disposition; i not, then stand to your arms. It will require a 
goud battle to subdue me. I preter peace; but am prepared for 
War; so Weizh the matter well. 

You have promised us some new light on Christ’s refutation 
of Sadduceeism : you have already given us your view in what 
you ter ned your * J7th Argument,” or most triumphant refu- 

ition ot Sadduceanism and Materialism.’ Bro. Walthall’s ar 
uicle, which he requested me to insert, is to show that you had 
luistaken, the whole matter; and now you are going to give us 
; ; jlo tHe mind of 


hier es 1d Waites as never vet entered into 
one ina thousand! What a pity you should leave usr pow 
“ materialists ” in the dark upon the matter ull “ some of these 
days,” a verv indefinite period, should arnve, To me this looks 

"yy rue a1 i ke a put ol}, But we shal] Sit : 

A word or so about Bro. A. B. Walthall. and Ihave done for 
the present. You term him “ our brother ;’ while me you re- 
juce to fellowship. Now there is not a shade of difference be- 
tween him and me on the points at issue in relation to Re-im- 
mersion and Evernal Life. He acectnpanied me to the Debat ’ 
and approved my defence. You see his name as ore of our 
Eiders attached to the document which you have called forth. 
We esteem him highly, in these parts, as an intellbgent, faith. 
ful. and orderly citizen. both of the Kingdom of Christ, and of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. Now, bow is it, with the 
evidence of his aliegwed “ Sadduceeism and Materialism ” be- 
fore your eyes, you can call him, so honiedly, “our brother 
Walthall 2? while for me, the worse epithet appears to be too 
good? You are evidently partial, If 1 am no better thana 
deluded Mormonite, neither is he ; for things equal to the same. 
are equal to one another. I perceive that your generalship con- 
sists in proscribing me, and in flattering all others of the bre- 
thren who sustain me. If they are vulnerable to flattery you 
may succeed to a certain extent. But they have eyes, and 
know how to use them, ‘Phey already discern the difference 
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ol your bearing towards me, and towards others, who believe 
the same things. “ Divide and conquer” may do in some cases ; 
but it cannot be: practised in re lation to those, who believe from 
their hearts, the truth. I cannot help concluding, therefore, 
from all the premises before me, that your alienation in reler- 
ence to me, is not doctrinal but personal. 
Liberty, Amelia, Va. 
Jan. 27, 153. 


The Earth as il was, a 7z" pe of the World as il is. 


Dear Brother: Thomas. 


In reading the description given by 
Jeremiah ol the sta'e « f the wortd ju t betore the Mille onium 
(chap. iv. vr. 23 &e.) | was struck with the similanty between 
; Proj het’ “Crh bal tnat given by Moses of! the crea- 
tion— (Cr n. ch. 1. ¥. 2 &C.) Moses suys, = The Ba rth was 
without jorm aod cotd, and darkness was vpon the face of the 
: 


‘ cep, JC CeCuil 5 >a ¥ . a | the fie ld tbe nah: aod lo. if was 
without form and raid; and the heavens, and they had no light. 
And Isai: ¥ in oo li. chap. v. 3, in deserbing the state of i the 


world after its renovation or during the Millennium, s 


4 ays,—- 
‘For the Lord shall eomfort Zion: he will comfort og ™ 
Waste piaces; and he will n ke her ’ rUdernes Like Keen, and 
her desert like the zarden of the L y and cladness "hall 
be found thereio thank-givul aba he vol cf melocy.” So 
that wl e look at the worid in a woral or reliewt int of 
vie. We may in truin sav itis Wt ul rmand % d= netend 
{ ie en, Cle Ot tive | rd in whicd Ad: thi | j | weet 
verse W ‘ \ vebol othing but wasie places and 
/esert lis chaos and confusicn; and as God by his word 
nged and organized the e.ements of the plrsical world and 
eaused the sea and the land to appear, and the light to exist 
I thu created the p! \ “al world : co he wll hy word, 
Jfrangze and organize the ¢ lements ot the moral word nd thus 
reate the new Heavens and new Earth wherein dwel!s richte- 
se ss, 


A. B. Waruate. 


Anecdote. 


‘It is said that about the time Paine published his Age of 
Reaecon, a certain Bishop in England offered tw omena 


ruined 
each. to burn Paine's BE fiew ‘ 


they ver’ readily engaged to do 


it, not out of any ill-will to Paine. or good-will! to th Bishop ; 
but for the sake of the money. Soon after this,afnend of Paine, 
told these same men he would give them (wo guineas more to 
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burn the Bishop's Effigy ; they immediately agreed to do it 
and received the money. While burning it, a strange: passed 
by, and asked them whose Effigy they were burning ? they re- 
lied they could not tell, they were hired to do it, but said they 
lieved it was some Bishop's Effigy. 

Many things of this kind take place in the same way ; one 
man sets one to defame the character of another; while the 
one Who does it, has no more design of injuring the man, than 
the men had who burnt both of the Effigies for the sake of four 
guineas. 

There are many professors of religion at the present day, 
who appear willing that honest, well-meaning men should suf- 
fer, if by the means they can live in ease, and be considered 
right, im thines which abound with contradictions.” 


PSALM XVI.—C. M. 


Messiah prays to God to preserve him in his distress, and 
declares, that his happiness is centered in Him, and his Jelight 
m the Holy Ones of Israel. In view of his own acce ptable sa- 
crifice, he predicts the calamities of those Jews who should re- 
ject Him; and avers that He would not present their offerings 
to Jehovah. In view of his exaltation, he expresses his conti- 
dence in God, that, though he should become the tenant of a 
tomb, yet He would not give him up to corruption ; but would 
tuise him from the dead, and place him at his own right hand 
in the fulness of joy 


© God, preserve me, for to thee 
Do I for succor look ; 

I to Jehovah have declar’d, 
Thou art my Lord in truth ; 


Without thee I’ve no happiness! 
The holy in the Land, 

And those whose lives in good excel, 
In them is my delight. 


Their sorrows shall be multiplied 
Who to another haste; 

Their bleeding offrings I'll not own 
Nor yet their names express. 


The Lord’s my portion and my cup 
Thov wilt maintain my lot! 

My lines in pleasant places are; 
Yea, I’ve a good estate, 
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The Lord, who cares for me, I'l) bless ; 
in th’ night my heart instructs : 

Yea, | before me always set 

The Lord Jehovah God ; 


Because he at my right hand is 
I shall not be consuin’d : 

My heart on this account is glad, 
My wind rejoiceth too; 


My flesh shall also dwell secure : 
For thou’lt not give me up 

To th’ grave; nor yet the px allow 
Thine Holy One to see. 


To me thou'lt show the path of life ; 
Of joy there fulness 1s 

Betore thy face; at thy right hand 
Are pleasures evermore. 


The history of the Jews siuce the Destruction of Jerusalem 
is a striking illustration of the fulfilment of the prediction in 
the third verse. The rejection of Jesus as their Messiah was 
the cause of that dreadful calamity. Let the reader study the 
two last verses. Jesus though dead dwelt securely in the tomb ; 
God did not yield him up to the grave, nor did He permit him 
to see the pit, that is, to go to corruption, The path trom the 
tomb to life, which Jesus trod was that of the Resurrection by 
which he entered into the presence of Jehovah. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A letter has been received from King and Queen which shall 
be attended to. We intended to have inserted Parmenas, and 
others in this number, but have been prevented by other mat 
ters. They shall soon appear and in due order. We thank 
others, for the assurances they have given us of their stability 
in this day of thunder and lightning. Our electric rod has sav- 
ed us thus far. We thank God and take courage. We have 
forwarded Bro. J. T. Johnson the numbers he has written 
for. 








We are requested to state for the information of some dis- 
tant friends, that Sisrer, wife of Bro. Musco Garner, fell as- 
leep in Christ, at Laurel Grove, Essex, Va. on Dec. 19, 1837, 


She died much respected, and in the full assurance of faith. 


Levity is often less foolish, and gravity less wise than each 
of them appear.—Lacon, 
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